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FOREWORD 

The  village  of  Ogden  is  celebrating  one  hundred  years  Aug.  28,  29, 
and  30,  1970.  Many  helped  build  our  town  as  it  is  today.  Others  in 
the  township  turned  a  swamp  area  into  fertile  farm  land.  This 
celebration  is  to  commemorate  the  efforts  of  the  people  who 
developed  our  town  into  a  pleasant,  productive  and  progressive 
community. 

It  is  the  plan  of  the  historians  to  include  every  possible  historic 
fact  brought  to  our  knowledge.  Some  material  may  have  to  be 
omitted  to  keep  the  book  size  within  our  means.  If  we  omit 
something  of  importance,  we  apologize,  but  we  hope  to  have  enough 
time  to  give  you  a  fairly  complete  book. 

Many  have  contributed  to  this  book  and  we  thank  them  so  very 
much.  Without  their  interest  this  book  could  not  have  been  made. 
We  express  our  sincere  appreciation. 

We  trust  our  efforts  will  bring  you  much  pleasure  and  that  you 
will  always  cherish  this  booklet  among  your  prized  possessions. 

THE  HISTORICAL  COMMITTEE 

Patricia  Freeman  Crawford 
Judith  Bradley  Emrick 


Chapter  1 
LIFE  OF  THE  EARLY  SETTLERS 

To  start  our  story  we  have  to  go  back  into  the  history  of 
Champaign  County.  The  first  white  men  to  come  into  the  county,  as 
far  as  is  known,  were  the  United  States  surveyors,  who  divided  the 
county  into  townships.  They  were  Jacob  Judy,  James  Thompson, 
and  James  Messenger.  This  was  the  summer  of  1821.  Prior  to  this,  it 
is  supposed,  there  were  hunters  and  trappers  here,  but  they  left  no 
name  or  sign  behind  them  of  their  coming  and  going.  The  first  settler 
or  squatter,  was  Runnel  Fielder,  who  came  in  1822,  and  located  in 
the  northwest  corner  of  Section  1 1 ,  Urbana  township.  He  planted 
the  first  orchard  in  the  county.  Permanent  settlement  began  in  1828. 

The  county  was  the  home  and  nursery  of  malarial  diseases  until 
drainage  brought  cultivation.  Sometimes  there  were  not  enough  well 
persons  in  a  settlement  to  take  care  of  the  sick.  Physicians  were  few 
or  entirely  wanting.  The  first  school-house  was  built  in  1832,  near 
Urbana.  The  county  was  organized  from  lands  attached  to  Vermilion 
County  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  approved  Feb.  28,  1833.  Urbana 
was  the  county  seat.  The  only  Post  Office  in  the  county  at  the  time 
was  on  the  farm  of  Mathias  Rhinehart,  and  was  named  Van  Buren, 
after  Martin  Van  Buren,  Vice-President  of  the  United  States  at  the 
time.  After  all  this  came  about,  settlers  began  to  gather  on  the  south 
side  of  the  grove.  Stores  and  shops  were  soon  opened,  and  roads 
opened  to  different  parts  of  the  county.  Van  Buren  Post  Office  was 
moved  to  the  county  seat  in  Urbana,  and  its  name  perished. 
Population  of  the  county  at  the  time  was  800.  In  1835  it  increased 
to  1,250  and  in  1850  was  2,649— not  quite  one  hundred  a  year. 

Before  we  go  any  further,  have  you  wondered  if  the  settlers 
encountered  any  Indians?  Although  the  Miamis  and  Pottawattamies 
were  familiar  to  the  early  settlers  of  central  Illinois  and  Champaign 
County,  they  were  not  settled  representatives  of  the  red  men  in  those 
sections  of  the  State,  but  rather  made  their  appearance  as  warriors  or 
hunters.  The  Kickapoos  seemed  to  have  been  intimately  associated 
with  the  Miamis  and  Pottawattamies  in  the  Indian  campaigns  against 
St.  Clair,  Wayne,  and  Taylor.  They  were  bold  marauders  and 
warriors,  and  were  in  special  force  at  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe.  They 
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were  scattered  throughout  the  IHinois  country,  but  for  fifty  years 
before  the  Edwardsville  treaty  of  1819  held  strong  sway  over  the 
eastern  part  of  what  is  now  the  State,  and  in  the  late  '20s  and  early 
'30s,  when  the  first  permanent  settlers  were  arriving  in  the  present 
Champaign  County,  still  occupied  the  soil  of  that  region  with 
undisputed  title  to  its  possession  among  the  people  of  their  own  race. 
The  Kickapoos,  as  a  tribe,  first  acknowledged  the  authority  of  the 
USA  at  the  treaty  mentioned,  which  was  signed  July  30,  1819.  A 
month  later,  the  government  concluded  a  treaty  at  Vincennes  with  a 
smaller  division  of  the  Kickapoos,  known  as  the  tribes  of  the 
Vermilion  River,  who  claimed  territory  embracing  the  county  by 
that  name  and  the  eastern  part  of  Champaign.  Thus  relinquishing  all 
title  to  their  lands  in  Illinois.  The  Kickapoos  honorably  observed 
their  contracts  and  moved  as  a  body  to  their  western  lands,  although 
weak  remnants  of  the  tribe  lingered  until  the  '30s  on  several  favorite 
camping  grounds,  near  the  scenes  of  their  old  centers  of  power  in 
Champaign  and  McClean  counties.  The  Pottawattamies  of  the 
Kankakee,  in  their  annual  hunts,  also  visited  the  region  after  the 
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white  pioneers  had  commenced  to  take  up  land  for  themselves  and 
their  children.  As  the  timbered  tracts  of  Champaign  County  and 
contiguous  territory  abounded  in  game,  the  climate  was  less  rigorous 
than  that  of  the  more  northern  sections,  as  as  the  soil  yielded 
plentifully  of  cereals  and  vegetables,  the  region  was  naturally  a 
favorite  to  the  Kickapoos  and  the  more  migratory  Pottawattamies. 
The  latter  especially  adopted  as  favorite  camping  places  the 
immediate  site  of  Urbana  and  wooded  haunts  along  the  Okaw, 
Sangamon,  and  the  Salt  Fork. 

LAST  OF  THE  CHAMPAIGN  COUNTY  INDIANS-As  stated,  as 
late  as  the  Black  Hawk  War  scattered  bands  of  Kickapoos,  Pottawat- 
tamies, and  Delawares  were  still  roaming  through  the  woods  and  over 
the  prairies  of  central  and  eastern  Illinois,  killing  squirrels,  wild 
turkeys,  grouse  and  deer.  About  the  1st  of  March  they  usually 
returned  in  a  body  toward  the  Kankakee  for  the  purpose  of  making 
maple  sugar.  But  at  the  close  of  the  war,  the  whites  of  Indiana  and 
Illinois  made  a  general  demand  upon  the  government  to  see  that  all 
Indians  were  moved  to  their  reservations  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
according  to  treaty  stipulation.  The  Kickapoos  of  the  Vermilion  were 
last  of  the  Illinois  Indians  to  migrate.  Finally  in  1833,  the  last  of 
them  joined  the  main  body  of  the  tribe  in  their  reservation  west  of 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  and  were  afterward  moved  to  the  Indian 
Territory. 

WINTER  OF  THE  DEEP  SNOW- 1830  and  1831.  The  weather 
during  the  fall  had  been  dry,  and  continued  mild  until  late  in  the 
winter.  The  snow  came  in  the  latter  part  of  December  and  a  great 
snow  it  was.  The  settlers  were  blockaded  in  their  cabins  and  could  do 
very  little  but  pound  their  com,  cut  their  wood  and  keep  their  fires 
blazing.  A  great  deal  of  stock  was  frozen  to  death.  The  deer  and  wild 
turkeys,  which  had  been  very  numerous,  suffered  greatly  and  were 
nearly  exterminated.  The  wolves  became  very  bold  and  impudent. 
The  stories  of  this  deep  snow  would  fill  a  volume.  The  depth  of  the 
snow  was  certainly  over  three  feet,  and  many  estimates  place  it  at 
four.  Fences  were  hidden.  The  summer  following  was  celebrated  for 
fever  and  ague,  one  of  the  severest  scourges  that  afflicted  the  settlers. 
It  was  a  disease  that  induced  a  feeling  of  despondency  and  took  away 
that  strong  will  and  spirit  of  enterprise  which  enabled  the  settlers  to 
endure  the  hardships  of  their  lot. 
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Among  the  early  settlers  of  the  township  were  Samuel  McClughen, 
Thomas  Richards,  Michael  Firebough,  Hiram  Rankin,  and  Thomas 
Freeman.  The  first  house  was  built  by  Hiram  Rankin,  and  stood  in 
the  Hickory  Grove  on  the  Northeast  Quarter  of  Section  18 
(Township  19,  Range  11),  where  Thomas  Richards  lived.  Rankin 
built  a  log  cabin  and  lived  there  a  short  time,  and  then  moved  down 
on  the  state  road.  The  state  road  was  located  south  of  town. 


Chapter  2 
TRANSPORTATION  AND  COMMUNICATION 

EARLY  ROADS-were  mere  trails  or  wagon  roads.  When  a  rut 
became  too  large  for  comfort,  all  the  traveler  had  to  do  was  to  travel 
elsewhere  in  parallel  lines,  where  mud  had  not  been  made.  By 
repetition  of  this  process,  roads  often  attained  great  width. 

It  was  common  practice  for  the  early  settlers,  for  the  purpose  of 
marking  the  best  line  of  travel  between  two  places  or  between  two 
timber  points,  to  mark  the  route  with  a  furrow,  to  be  followed  until 
the  track  became  plain.  It  was  in  this  manner  that  the  road  from 
Urbana  to  Middle  town,  now  known  as  the  State  Road,  was  first 
marked  and  traveled.  The  furrow,  in  this  case,  being  made  by 
Fielding  L.  Scott.  It  was  laid  out  as  early  at  1836  and  is  still  in  use. 
Route  10  was  a  dirt  road  until  1919  when  it  was  paved.  In  1927- 
29  Route  49  was  paved. 

THE  BIG  FOUR- came  into  existence  in  1889-90  through  the 
consolidation  of  the  Cincinnati,  Indianapolis,  St.  Louis  &  Chicago; 
the  Cleveland,  Columbus,  Cincinnati  &  Indianapohs  and  the  Indian- 
apolis &  St.  Louis  Railway  Companies,  with  certain  leased  lines  in 
Illinois.  It  was  constructed  through  Champaign  County  as  the 
Indianapolis,  Bloomington  &  Western  in  1869.  Ten  years  later  was 
sold  under  foreclosure,  in  1881  was  consolidated  with  the  Ohio, 
Indiana  &  Pacific  Railroad,  in  1887  took  the  name  of  the  Ohio, 
Indiana  &  Western,  and  in  February,  1890,  was  reorganized  as  the 
Peoria  &  Eastern  Railroad  and  leased  to  the  Cleveland,  Cincinnati, 
Chicago  &  St.  Louis  Railway.  It  is  an  east  and  west  line  passing 
through  two  central  tiers  of  townships;  its  stations  being  Ogden,  St. 
Joseph,  Urbana,  Champaign,  and  Mahomet.  The  large  shops  at 
Urbana  were  opened  April,  1871. 

George  W.  Hubbard  was  of  the  firm  of  Hubbard  «fe  Sons  of  Urbana. 
The  question  of  the  Big  Four  Railroad  came  up  while  he  was  city 
mayor  and  due  to  his  influence  and  able  management,  Urbana  owes 
him  thanks  for  obtaining  the  railroad  shops  location.  He  was  made 
treasurer  of  the  fund  raised  as  inducement  to  the  company  to  build 
shops  here,  and  handed  over  to  them  $35,000  besides  65  acres  of 
land  which  patriotic  citizens  had  contributed. 
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Ogden  will  always  be  indebted  for  its  extension  to  the  Indiana  and 
Western  Railroad  which  became  part  of  the  Big  Four.  The  very  first 
railroad  was  built  thru  Ogden  in  1 866. 


Intemrban  Depot 

THE  ILLINOIS  TRACTION  SYSTEM-was  constructed  through 
Ogden  in  1903.  It  ran  east  and  west  near  the  center  of  the  county, 
south  of  the  Big  Four  and  Illinois  Central,  taking  in  Ogden,  St. 
Joseph,  Mayview,  Urbana,  Champaign,  Staley,  Bondville,  and  Sey- 
mour with  designated  local  stops  between  these  points.  It  was  linked 
with  Danville  and  the  Indiana  electric  system  on  the  east  and  was 
connected  with  Decatur  and  the  western  and  southwestern  lines  to 
Springfield  and  St.  Louis.  Champaign  was  the  headquarters  of  the 
Illinois  Traction  System  and  the  home  of  its  president  and  general 
manager,  William  B.  McKinley. 
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Interurban  going  across  Homer  Park  Bridge 

THE  TELEPHONE  SYSTEM- was  established  in  1899  and  was 
owned  by  the  local  farmers.  The  Champaign  County  Telephone  Co. 
took  over  in  1930.  It  is  now  the  Eastern  Illinois  Telephone  Co. 

POSTAL  SYSTEM- Thomas  Carpenter  was  the  first  postmaster. 
The  post  office  was  located  between  the  old  Baker  home  and  the 
Wilfong  house.  Ogden's  rural  route  was  established  in  1903  with 
James  Stayton  and  Myron  Taylo  as  carriers.  Stayton  carried  the  mail 
just  30  days  when  his  brother,  John  took  over  and  carried  it  for  over 
30  years.  Mrs.  Grace  Hiller  was  postmaster  at  one  time  and  Lester 
Mapes  a  rural  carrier.  Lenore  Hayes  is  now  retired  from  the 
postmaster  position  with  Murline  Sattler  taking  her  place.  Mr. 
Charles  Davis  is  the  rural  carrier.  Art  Hayes  was  carrier  with  John 
Stayton  when  Ogden  had  two  routes. 
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Chapter  3 

VILLAGE  OF  OGDEN  &  OGDEN  TOWNSfflP 

It  is  said  a  prehistoric  glacier  which  swept  over  or  across  Ogden 

Township  left  few  permanent  landmarks.  There  was  much  struggle 

making  the   boggy   marshlands  liveable.  Hickory  Grove  became  a 

campsite  for  many  farmers.  This  was  located  west  of  our  town.  In 

1853,  John  Harmeson  came  from  Anderson,  Indiana  to  the  village 
which  is  now  called  Ogden.  His  purpose  was  to  purchase  from  the 

government  9,160  acres  of  land  at  $1.20  per  acre.  This  land  was 

divided  between  his  sons.  His  son,  John,  received  the  land  where 

Ogden  is  now  located.  He  sold  it  to  one  of  his  relatives,  John  Leney, 

in  1861.  The  town  consisted  of  nine  blocks  lying  between  Market 

and  Leney  Streets,  to  Broadway  and  North  Street.  It  was  laid  out  by 

John  Leney  in  1870.  His  farm  was  the  site  and  the  house  stood  at  the 

pump  in  front  of  Cox's  store  and  near  the  railroad  station. 

The  town  was  named  after  a  pioneer  settler,  John  Ogden.  An 
agreement  was  made  that  if  John  sold  a  track  of  land  to  the  railroad 
company,  they  would  name  the  village  after  him.  The  Ogden  family 
lived  just  south  of  town.  The  log  cabin  stood  on  the  site  where  an  8 
room  house  once  was  occupied  by  his  great  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Otis 
Yeazel  and  her  family.  The  house  is  said  to  have  been  located  where 
the  John  Deer  Shop  is  now. 

Ogden  became  a  village  of  436  population,  was  and  is  in  the 
eastern  portion  of  Champaign  County  at  the  junction  of  two 
highways,  US  150  and  State  Road  49.  It  is  located  about  halfway 
between  Champaign  and  Danville  and  is  therefore  within  easy  reach 
of  either  city.  Ogden  was  the  principal  city  of  Ogden  township. 

The  first  building  erected  in  the  town,  was  a  dwelling-house,  by 
Theodore  E.  Haworth.  Patrick  Brennan  built  a  residence  shortly 
afterward.  This  was  the  spring  of  1870,  and  the  house  is  that  of  Ora 
Bensyl,  Sr.  Gabriel  Johnson  erected  the  third  house,  and  at  about  the 
same  date,  William  R.  Hill  built  a  store,  opposite  William  F.  Yates' 
store,  and  this  was  the  first  structure  for  business  purposes  ever 
erected  in  the  town.  Thomas  J.  Carpenter  occupied  this  building  as  a 
general  store,  and  opened  with  a  general  stock  of  goods,  on  the  25th 
of  June,   1870.  At  the  same  time,  Bridget  Gallagher  was  building  a 
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large  two-story  store  which  blew  down  when  nearly  completed;  it 
was,  however,  immediately  rebuilt  and  into  this  building,  Mr. 
Carpenter  moved  his  stock  of  goods  while  Dr.  James  E.  Tourtellotte 
occupied  Carpenter's  old  stand  as  a  drug  store.  Before  the  general 
store  was  built,  farmers  traded  at  Homer,  Old  St.  Joe,  and  Urbana. 
The  building  into  which  Carpenter  moved  was  also  occupied  by 
Simon  P.  Hovey.  Dr.  Tourtellotte,  the  first  physician,  kept  the  drug 
store  upwards  of  a  year,  when  his  wife  died  suddenly  from  the 
effects  of  chloroform  administered  by  herself.  It  was  never  known 
whether  she  took  the  dose  with  the  intention  of  committing  suicide, 
or  that  her  death  was  the  result  of  ignorance  or  carelessness.  Her 
death  at  any  rate  weighed  heavily  on  the  Doctors  mind  and  exactly 
four  weeks  from  the  death  of  his  wife  he  killed  himself  by  means  of 
laudanum  (a  secretion  of  opium  and  alcohol).  His  successor  was  Dr. 
Job  S.  Coggshall. 

Among  the  earliest  settlers  was  Hiram  Ranking.  He  built  a  log 
cabin  at  Hickory  Grove  and  then  moved  to  St.  Joseph  Township.  He 
turned  his  crude  improvements  over  to  a  friend,  Thomas  Richards. 
Mr.  Richards  stayed  and  estabUshed  a  pleasant  and  comfortable 
homestead  for  his  large  family.  Several  of  their  children  became 
leading  men  and  women  of  the  neighborhood.  Other  residents  of 
Ogden  were  Mrs.  Mary  Grass,  who  lived  with  brother,  Andrew 
Seessengood and  his  wife;  J.  B.  Skinner,  a  retired  farmer;  John 
Fleming,  a  retired  farmer;  Mrs.  Purcella  Divan,  descendant  of  Ann 
Rutledge;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  P.  Stewart,  lived  here  since  1923;  George 
Spalding,  the  village  blacksmith;  Henry  Freeman,  retired  merchant  of 
a  general  store;  George  Denhart,  a  farmer;  Daniel  Hoss,  former  brick 
layer  and  plasterer;  William  Siddens,  came  to  live  with  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Emil  Meade;  Mrs.  Susan  Reed,  lived  here  28  years  at  least;  Miss 
Pauline  Turner,  well  known  for  her  quilting  activities;  William  Peters; 
Albert  Loeffler,  widely  traveled  man;  and  many  other  interesting 
people. 

Ogden  even  had  its  own  jail  in  back  of  the  now  existing  town  hall. 

An  early  estimate  of  the  Ogden  Township  population  was  1,217. 
As  a  farming  area,  Ogden  Township  is  on  a  par  with  any  in 
Champaign  County.  Its  harvest  of  wheat,  corn,  and  soybeans  are 
abundant  and  of  high  quality,  and  its  residents  are  a  quiet, 
industrious  folk.  The  township  is  bordered  on  the  east  by  Vermilion 
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County.  The  township  was  organized  in  the  spring  of  1873.  The 
territory  comprising  it  was  taken  from  the  north  part  of  Homer,  and 
the  east  part  of  Stanton.  It  is  ten  miles  and  a  half  in  extreme  length 
from  north  to  south  and  three  and  three-quarters  in  breadth  from 
east  to  west.  The  first  supervisor  of  the  township  was  Edward  V. 
Miles;  Thomas  J.  Carpenter  was  Town  Clerk,  and  W.  C.  Elder  and 
Eugene  P.  Frederick  were  the  first  to  fill  the  office  of  Justice  of  the 

Peace. 

Thomas  Richards  came  here  in  1830,  and  lived  in  the  township 
longer  than  any  other  man.  Samuel  McClughen  was  the  first  settler  in 
Burr  Oak  Grove.  He  was  bom  in  Ohio,  came  to  this  locality  in  the 
year  1 834,  and  for  several  years  was  the  sole  inhabitant  of  that  part 
of  the  township.  Subsequently  two  or  three  other  famiUes  moved 
into    the    grove.    A    man    named    McDougall,    John   Strong,   Jesse 
England,  and  William  Parris  were  early  residents  of  Burr  Oak  Grove 
also.  On  Section  7,  (Township    19,  Range   11)  Michael  Firebough 
settled.  Burr  Oak  Grove  was  located  where  Cy  Plotner  resided  north 
and  west  of  Ogden  and  then  they  moved  to  Ogden  when  the  farm 
sold  to  Schlueters.  Thomas  Freeman,  about  the  year  1836  made 
improvements  on  Section  28,  (Township  19,  Range  14).  Freeman 
came    from   Belmont   County,  Ohio.  Moses  Thomas  was  an  early 
settler,    and    located    on    the    northeast    quarter    of   Section    30 
(Township,  Range   14).  He  subsequently  re-moved  to  Homer  Town- 
ship and  died  there.  His  son,  EUas  Thomas,  remained  on  the  place  his 
father  settled  till  death  occurred.  The  Harmon  place  on  the  northeast 
quarter  of  Section  30,  was  first  improved  by  Garrett  Moore,  and 
subsequently  came  into  the  hands  of  John  Clester.  John  Baily  made  a 
comparatively   early   improvement   on   Section   30  (Township    19, 
Range  1 1).  The  farm  now  owned  by  William  G.  Clark,  on  the  same 
section  was  settled  by  John  Clester  who  moved  there  from  the  Moore 
place.  On  the  same  section,  George  Clark,  a  brother  of  William  G. 
Clark,  made  an  early  settlement.  On  Section  19  (Township  20,  Range 
14),  Ichabod  F.  Freeman  and  Thomas  Darby,  John  Haydens,  Joseph 
Penny,  Thomas  Harmeson,  Joseph  Baird,  Robert  Harmeson,  T.  W. 
Leney,  Samuel  Reinicher,  Daniel  WilHams,  Jeptha  Fawcet,  Joseph 
Cowgill,    Jackson    Smith,    John    Hay,    Eleazer    Freeman,    Edmund 
Freeman,  Andrew  Freeman,  James  L.  Freeman,  Joseph  Cowell,  a 
family  named  Doyle,  John  Butler,  Otho  Swearinger,  and  David  Mead. 

Courtesy  of 
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The  southern  part  of  the  township  settled  up  first;  with  the 
exception  of  Burr  Oak  Grove,  there  were  no  settlements  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  township  till  at  a  comparatively  late  date. 
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Chapter  4 

BUSINESS  DEVELOPMENT 

In  the  summer  of  1870,  S.  P.  Hovey  began  the  mercantile  business 
in  a  building  which  he  erected  in  the  extreme  western  part  of  the 
town,  and  which  became  the  residence  of  E.  J.  Hill.  Thomas  Roach 
next  opened  a  grocery  store  in  the  building  formerly  occupied  as  a 
saloon;  and  Jacob  A.  Davis  established  a  blacksmith  and  wagon  shop. 
Theodore  Haworth  and  David  Little  were  the  first  to  begin  the  grain 
business  in  the  grain  warehouse  which  stood  at  the  railroad  station. 
This  warehouse  was  originally  Mr.  Leney's  barn,  which  in  the  spring 
of  1870  he  moved  from  its  first  location  about  100  yards  distant 
from  its  present  position,  made  an  addition  to  it,  and  thus  fitted  it 
for  its  present  purposes.  The  building  was  first  rented  to  Haworth  & 
Little,  and  subsequently  Mr.  Leney  began  carrying  on  the  business 
himself  The  com  was  shelled  by  a  hand  sheller.  Ogden  had  the  only 
grain  elevator  for  miles.  Several  other  grain  elevators  have  been  built 
since  1870,  three  of  which  were  destroyed  by  fire.  Two  of  the 
elevators  were  Daget  elevators.  Jay  Freese  and  his  father  ran  an  East 
elevator  and  sold  it  to  Mr.  Supple.  Later  it  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Mr. 
Leney  also  erected  a  mill  in  the  year  1 872.  Other  businesses  around 
1878  and  later  were: 

General  Merchandise  and  Grocery  Stores     Fred  Gohl 

George  Wilson,  J.  C.  Gardner,  Joe  Freeman 

S.  P.  Hovey,  Wm.  F.  Yates,  Pat  and  William  Brennan 

Thomas  Roach,  Robert  Blake,  Henry  Freeman 

Abe  Leavitt,  Sagers,  Poindexters 

Russell  Otis,  Stodgels,  Fred  Gordin 

C.  O.  Decker,  B.  R.  Rambo,  J.  W.  Alsip 

Drug  Store Dr.  Tourtellotte 

J.  S.  Cox,  Dr.  Coggeshall 

Albert  Loeffler,  William  McKinley 

William  Sherman 

Hardware     Frank  Spradhng,  Tom  Firebaugh 

Cam  Firebaugh,  Henry  Nunamacher 

Ray  Cast,  Mapes 


Courtesy  of 
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Elevators Daggett,  Zorn 

Milmine-Bodman,  Fielding 

Millers  and  Dealers  of  Grain Edw.  Miles 

Tom  and  Bert  Berkley,  Nelse  Downing 
Julian  Wallace,  Robert  Short 

Blacksmith Henry  Logan,  Bart  Downey 

Louie  Anderson,  Joe  DeVault,  S.  P.  Umpenhour 
George  Spaulding,  Henry  Karlau 

Wagon  Maker    Jacob  A.  Davis 

Lumber     Baird  and  Miles,  Raymond  Hunter 

Tailors Dixon,  Hamilton  J.  Glascock 

Attorneys    James  Doran,  E.  J.  Hill 

Physicians Omar  Reese,  Harris,  Lutz 

Coggshall,  Truman  P.  French,  T.  Lee  Agnew 

tJarness  and  Buggy  Shop Jake  Redman 

Frank  Jenkins,  Cannons 

Livery  Stable     John  Alsip,  James  Bensyl 

Dan  McCannon 

Poultry  House Del  Dresback,  John  White 

Tile  Factory J.  L.  Flauding 

Shoe  Repair Henry  Kopies 

Furniture  Store Silkeys 

Millinery Fisher  Sisters,  Oda  Hiller  Eyestone 

Ada  Hiller  Barrick,  Jennie  K.  Freese 

Flour  Mill     Tom  Berkley,  Bert  Berkley 

Jewelry  Store    D.  E.  Helton 

Funeral  Service Doug  Helton,  Jay  Freese 

Department  Store Patrick  and  William  Brennan 

They  had  a  peddler's  wagon  go  through  the  countryside  ringing 
its  bell  and  showing  the  many  drawers  of  items  for  sale.  They 
would  even  buy  chickens  in  trade  because  of  the  chicken  coop 
attached  underneath  the  wagon  to  carry  them  back  to  the  store. 
Jackie  Echerson  drove  it. 

Stockyard Bud  Nutterfield 

Coal  Yard     William  Hayes,  Raymond  Hunter 

Butcher  Shop John  Fisher,  William  Hiller 

James  Carter 


Courtesy  of 
McCoy  Standard  Service 
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Rooming  House Hattie  Brown 

Barber  Shop Firebaugh,  Dock  Leedy 

George  Bartlett,  Lawrence  Harry— 1927 

Restaurant Bob  Hixenbaugh,  Sam  Green 

Otho  Holler,  John  Pulliam,  Ben  Glass 

Sam  White,  "Dad"  Pratt,  Grant  Baxter 

Walter  Cooper,  Bruce  and  Charlie  Wiley 

Myron  Taylo,  Earl  Fiscus,  Erzie  Fiscus 

Emma  McKinley,  Jennie  Ramert 

Beauty  Shop Etta  Sperry,  Lucille  Nelson 

Kathryn  Knowles  Kaylor,  Margaret  and  Nora  Wright 
Janice  Clark  Freeman,  Beverly  Russell 

School  Equipment  Store Mapes 

Garages Skinners,  Louie  Baker 

Eyestones,  Ramert 

Implement  Store     George  Loeffler 

Banks Ogden  State  Bank  (Busey's) 

First  National  Bank  (Freese) 
Telephone  Company Farmers,  Champaign  County 

Present  businessmen  have  not  been  listed  since  they  are  sponsors  of 
pages     in     this     book. 

In  1884  a  tile  factory  was  built  to  produce  the  tile  and  brick  that 
was  to  be  used  to  drain  the  surrounding  territory.  The  building  was 
first  owned  by  Wilson  and  Barrett;  later  it  was  owned  by  Floding.  It 
employed  ten  men  who  worked  six  days  a  week  and  ten  hours  a  day 
for  $1.50  a  day.  These  men  worked  until  freezing  weather  prevented 
them  from  securing  the  clay.  The  machinery  used  in  obtaining  the 
clay  was  run  by  steam  power  that  was  operated  by  Elvin  Helton 
about  1915,  There  were  two  kilns,  18  feet  across  and  10  feet  high,  in 
which  the  bricks  were  made.  Ward  and  Bartlett  were  the  last  owners. 
The  tile  factory  closed  its  doors  in  1915  because  they  were  out  of 
clay,  and  it  was  cheaper  to  ship  it  in. 

Jay  Freese,  a  local  businessman,  went  from  managing  an  elevator 
with  his  father,  to  being  a  funeral  director  for  35  years.  His  two  sons, 
William  of  St.  Joe,  and  Woodruff  of  Rossville,  were  both  funeral 
undertakers.    Raymond    Hunter,   a   civic-minded   man,   operated   a 


Courtesy  of 
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lumber  company.  The  name  Agnew  is  well  known  around  Ogden  and 
the  University  of  Illinois  where  the  sons  have  been  quite  prominent 
scholastically.  Dr.  T.  Lee  Agnew,  the  father,  came  to  Ogden  in  1916 
from  Glasgow,  Illinois.  He  practiced  for  46  years.  He  followed  his 
uncle  and  father  into  the  field  of  medicine. 

Roy  Freese  was  for  many  years  Ogden's  drayman.  He  first  hauled 
supplies  to  local  business  places  from  the  depot  with  horses.  After 
the  pavements  came  in  he  bought  a  truck  and  went  to  the  larger 
towns  for  supplies.  He  sold  his  business  to  W.  C.  Seessengood  in  1930 
and  retired. 


Livery  Stable  west  of  Prof.  Building 
People  getting  ready  to  go  to  Champaign  Co.  Fair 
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Middle  Elevator 


Tile  Factory  in  east  part  of  town 
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Brown  Grocery,  Leavett  Hatchery 


Blacksmith  Shop  across  from  Christian 
Church  with  James  Sperry  in  Center 
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Looking  East  from  main  part  of  Ogden 
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Chapter  5 
THE  FARMERS 

After  the  marsh  and  swamp  land  was  drained  and  the  illness- 
infested  cHmate  was  conquered,  the  farmers  began  making  their 
homes.  As  the  farming  community  grew,  it  was  on  a  par  with  any  in 
Champaign  County.  The  harvests  were  abundant  and  of  high  quality. 
Thomas  Richards  came  here  in  1830  and  apparently  lived  here  longer 
than  any  other  man. 

John  Donaldson,  sixth  of  thirteen  children,  was  born  in  Augusta 
County,  Virginia,  December  1,  1819.  His  father's  father  emigrated 
from  Ireland  to  America  when  a  small  boy.  His  father,  David 
Donaldson,  was  born  in  Virginia;  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812; 
married  Mary  Miller;  and  in  1830,  moved  to  Fountain  County, 
Indiana.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  raised  in  Fountain  County 
and  February  22nd,  1843,  he  married  Pamela  Donaldson,  of  Knox 
County,  Indiana.  He  lived  in  Fountain  County  until  1854,  then 
settled  in  the  west  part  of  Vermilion  County,  Illinois.  In  1861,  he 
sold  the  320  acres  he  owned  there  and  moved  to  Section  29, 
Township  20,  Range  14.  Eli  A.,  William  L.,  Franklin  D.,  Thomas  T., 
and  John  A.,  are  the  names  of  his  children.  The  two  oldest  are 
married  and  living  in  Vermilion  County.  In  his  political  opinions  he 
first  sympathized  with  the  Democratic  Party,  but  voted  for  Fremont 
in  1856,  and  then  became  a  Republican.  Since  the  spring  of  1854,  he 
had  been  a  member  of  the  Christian  (New  Light)  Church  and  later 
was  connected  with  Prospect  Church,  which  worshiped  in  the  school 
house  a  mile  south  of  his  residence. 

William  Cherry  was  born  in  Oxfordshire,  England,  June  9,  1828. 
He  came  to  Champaign  County  in  1866,  and  situated  on  a  quarter  of 
land  in  Ogden  Township  he  had  previously  purchased.  The  property 
was  wild  prairie.  He  found  much  of  his  place  under  water  part  of  the 
year,  so  he  bought  a  carload  of  tile  from  the  factory  in  Indiana  and 
was  the  first  in  the  county  to  drain  low  lands.  His  homestead  thrived. 
He  raised  large  quantities  of  grain  and  bred  and  fed  livestock 
extensively.  He  kept  Clydesdale  horses,  short-horn  cattle  and 
Southdown  sheep.  He  eventually  bought  another  quarter  of  land 


Compliments  of 
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adjoining  his  home  place.  He  sold  a  portion  of  this  and  in  1888 
bought  20  acres  just  outside  of  Champaign  and  there  lived  for  3 
years.  He  then  moved  to  Urbana.  He  owned  land  by  several  hundred 
acres  in  Illinois  and  Nebraska.  He  married  Sarah  February  21,  1855 
and  they  later  adopted  5  children.  James  H.  became  a  successful 
farmer  of  Ogden,  William  served  as  Commissioner  of  Highways  for  8 
years  and  School  Director  12  years.  He  was  active  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

William  G.  Elder,  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  Ogden 
Township  was  born  in  Green  County,  Pennsylvania,  August  16, 
1828.  His  grandparents  on  his  father's  side  were  from  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Dundee,  County  of  Cork,  Ireland.  They  came  to  America 
when  young  and  lived  and  died  in  Indiana  County,  Pennsylvania.  His 
father,  John  Elder,  was  born  in  Indiana  County,  moved  to  Green 
County  when  a  young  man,  and  married  Mary  Ann  Throckmorton, 
whose  ancestors  were  from  Berkeley  County,  Virginia.  Mr.  Elder  was 
raised  in  the  county  of  his  birth.  His  educational  advantages  were 
limited.  He  learned  the  alphabet  in  Pennsylvania,  and  after  that  the 
only  school  he  attended  was  a  Sunday  School  in  Virginia.  Like 
Andrew  Johnson,  his  wife  taught  him  to  write  after  he  was  married. 
He  now  has  a  good  business  education.  He  was  married  December  3, 
1850,  to  Jane  Throckmorton,  of  Green  County,  Pennsylvania. 
Previous  to  this,  he  had  traveled  through  Virginia,  Ohio,  Kentucky, 
and  Maryland.  He  had  no  capital,  but  about  1850,  began  the 
mercantile  business,  buying  goods  on  credit.  He  was  very  successful 
and  accumulated  considerable  money.  An  unfortunate  venture  in  the 
distilling  business  proved  disastrous,  and  in  eighteen  months  he  sank 
six  thousand  dollars.  He  paid  his  creditors  in  full,  and  in  1861, 
re-moved  to  Douglas  County  in  this  state.  From  1862  until  1866,  he 
was  farming  near  Fairmount  in  Vermihon  County.  The  latter  year  he 
bought  a  farm  in  Ogden  Township.  He  owned  246  acres  of  land,  100 
of  which  was  in  Iowa.  He  had  also  followed  the  business  of  an 
auctioneer,  and  had  the  reputation  of  being  the  best  in  that  line  in 
this  part  of  the  state.  His  first  wife  died  October  31,  1877.  His 
second  marriage  was  on  August  1,  1878,  Nancy  Beard,  who  was  born 
in  Union  County,  Ohio,  but  was  Uving  in  Ogden  Township  at  the 
time   of  the   marriage.   In   pohtics  he   was  an  ardent  and  sincere 
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Democrat.  He  was  a  Douglass  man  in  1860,  and  through  the  rebellion 
believed  in  supporting  the  administration  in  its  efforts  to  preserve  the 
country.  Before  Ogden  Township  was  organized,  he  was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Homer  Township.  He  was  again  elected  in 
1872  in  Ogden  Township,  and  again  in  1873.  Although  his  part  of 
the  county  was  strongly  Republican,  he  was  elected  to  this  position 
by  a  large  majority,  and  performed  the  duties  of  the  office  so 
impartially  and  faithfully  that  on  his  re-election  he  received  the 
support  of  men  personally  opposed  to  him  in  politics,  and  were  not 
even  his  personal  friends.  He  had  nine  children  by  his  first  marriage, 
of  whom  seven  were  still  living  in  1887. 

Mortimer  Kilbury  was  a  progressive  farmer  of  St.  Joseph  Town- 
ship, whose  mother  died  at  the  home  of  a  brother,  James,  in  Ogden. 
The  father,  Asa  Kilbury,  invested  in  some  twelve  hundred  acres  of 
land  in  Ogden  and  Somer  Townships.  After  marriage,  Mortimer  took 
up  residence  on  the  north  half  of  Section  31,  Ogden  Township  and 
to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  his  farm,  he  devoted  his 
energies  for  some  years.  A  large  portion  of  his  lowlands  was  swampy 
and  covered  with  water.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  passage  of 
drainage  laws  which  have  been  the  means  of  converting  the  marshes 
into  highly  cultivated  and  productive  fields.  He  continued  farming 
and  stock  raising  till  the  spring  of  1885,  when  he  left  the  farm  and 
moved  to  St.  Joseph,  where  for  two  years  he  carried  on  business  as  a 
dealer  in  lumber  and  agriculture  implements.  He  was  a  Mason  and  his 
wife  belonged  to  the  Eastern  Star. 

James  Exton  became  a  resident  of  the  state  in  1864  and  invested 
his  earnings  in  real  estate  in  this  county  five  years  later.  He  improved 
the  land  with  tillage  until  it  became  one  of  the  most  fertile  and 
desirable  in  the  township.  He  erected  handsome  and  substantial 
frame  buildings.  He  had  Hvestock  and  machinery  like  his  neighbors. 
He  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  February  27,  1825.  He 
married  EUza  Burton  at  her  parents  home  in  New  Castle,  Delaware. 
They  had  13  children,  most  of  them  born  in  Delaware.  Tlity  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  Mr.  Exton  worked  for  the 
Republican  Party. 

Thomas  Freeman  became  a  resident  of  Ogden  Township  during 
pioneer  days.  His  residence  was  a  fine  brick  structure,  built  in  1877, 
at  a  cost  of  $2,600.  Our  subject  was  a  native  of  Ohio.  He  was  born 
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April  11,1 826.  His  father,  James  Freeman,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
was  born  1801  and  died  November  4,  1867.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  Miss  Rebecca  Ogden.  James  was  a  man  of  much  force  of 
character,  and  one  whose  judgment  was  held  in  high  regard.  He 
occupied  the  minor  offices  of  this  township,  and  was  Captain  in  a 
company  of  the  State  Militia  for  several  years.  The  first  children  he 
had  were  Thomas  and  Mary  (twins).  The  latter  became  the  wife  of 
David  Mead,  and  died  October  25,  1876.  The  remaining  children 
were  Edmund,  Lydia,  Angeline,  Yates,  Eleazer,  Andrew,  Rebecca, 
who  died  within  3  months  of  life,  and  Martha,  who  died  at  4  years. 
Thomas  married  August  16,  1849  to  Nancy  Redman.  He  held  the 
office  of  School  Director,  and  Township  Trustee.  He  was  a 
Republican.  He  and  his  wife  belonged  to  the  Christian  Church. 

James  L.  Freeman  was  a  most  active  and  enterprising  farmer  in  the 
community  of  Ogden.  He  cultivated  120  acres.  (1887)  Was  married 
and  had  a  family.  He  was  born  August  15,  1841,  the  son  of  James 
and  Rebecca  (Ogden)  Freeman,  natives  of  Virginia.  In  his  youth,  he 
was  with  his  parents  and  assisted  in  the  shoe  shop.  Also  helped  on  his 
folks'  farm  till  20  years  old.  He  then  joined  the  Union  Army  and 
became  a  member  of  the  Illinois  26th  Infantry,  which  was  assigned 
to  the  army  of  the  Missouri.  In  1 864  they  joined  the  army  of  General 
Sherman  and  participated  in  the  march  to  the  sea.  October  26,  1865 
he  returned  to  civil  Ufe  and  married  Mary  F.  Stearns  in  Homer, 
Illinois.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Chancy  C.  and  Mary  (Lee)  Stearns 
of  Ohio  and  Illinois.  They  had  9  children.  They  were  members  of  the 
Christian  Church  and  voted  Republican. 
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Chapter  6 
RELIGION  AND  EDUCATION 

There  were  no  church  buildings  in  the  township  till  the  erection  of 
the  Methodist  and  Christian  Houses  of  Worship  in  the  town  of 
Ogden.  The  Methodist  Church  was  the  first  house  of  worship  erected, 
and  the  Christian  Church  was  built  shortly  afterward,  both  where  the 
church  is  now,  in  the  year  1871.  The  Methodist  cost  twenty-two 
hundred  dollars  and  the  Christian,  fifteen  hundred. 

Before  1871,  the  Disciples  residing  here  held  membership  in  the 

Homer  Church.  The  church  services  were  held  in  a  one-room  house 

by  the  Christians  one  Sunday  and  the  Methodists  the  next  Sunday. 

The  first  meeting  was  held  by  Dr.  T.  M.  Hess  at  the  school  house  in 

1860. 

The  church  disbanded  in  the  early  eighties  for  reasons  of  internal 

strife,  but  it  was  reorganized  in  April  1886,  with  the  help  of  B.  F. 

Firebough  and  Minister  T.  C.  Warren.  The  brick  church  was  built  in 

1921.  They  held  meetings  in  the  town  hall  until  the  building  was 

finished. 

The  Methodists  first  meeting  was  held  by  Isaac  Groves  in  a 
one-room  school  house  in  1871.  They  soon  built  a  two-story  building 
in  which  the  Masons  held  their  meetings  upstairs  for  a  few  years. 
Later  the  upstairs  was  torn  off,  and  they  made  a  steeple  in  front  of 
the  building,  which  made  it  look  like  a  church.  This  building  served 
as  a  church  till  1921  when  the  present  church  was  built. 

The  Nazarene  Church  was  organized  by  residents  pulling  away 
from  the  other  churches,  and  they  built  a  church  in  1919. 

Rev.  Isaac  Groves'  Ufe  was  a  constant  inspiration  to  those  who  saw 
his  zealous  and  untiring  work  in  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of 
religion.  His  first  pastoral  charge  in  this  country  was  at  Staunton, 
Macoupin  County.  He  built  churches  or  parsonages  nearly  every- 
where he  went.  For  example-Freeman  Mission,  Fayatte  County; 
Salem,  Marion  County;  Marshall,  Clark  County;  Virginia,  Chandler- 
ville,  Newmansville,  Pleasant  Plains,  Shelbyville,  Sullivan,  Lovington, 
Bement,  Fairmount,  Sidney,  Homer,  Georgetown,  Camargo,  and 
from  there  he  came  to  the  Urbana  Circuit,  where  he  built  churches  at 
Ogden,  and  May  view  and  held  a  good  meeting  at  Ogden;  next  at 
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Mansfield  where  he  had  a  glorious  revival  at  Shiloh;  built  a  church 
north  of  Oakwood,  Somer  Township,  he  finally  made  his  home  in 
Champaign,  in  1878  and  supplied  many  pulpits  in  this  part  of  the 

state. 

There  was  a  Prospect  Church,  which  worshiped  in  a  school  house. 

There  was  no  early  school  in  this  township,  the  children  in  the 
days  of  the  first  settlements  attended  school  in  the  adjoining 
townships  of  St.  Joseph  and  Homer.  Eleazer  Freeman  stated  that  the 
first  school  in  the  township  was  taught  in  the  kitchen  of  his 
residence,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Ogden,  by  Tiffin  Donaldson, 
in  the  year  1855.  In  1874  the  town  erected  a  large  two-story  school 
building  at  a  cost  of  twenty-two  hundred  dollars.  Before  the  high 
school  was  built,  they  held  their  classes  in  the  grade  school  with  the 
grade  classes.  In  1919  they  started  building  a  high  school  and 
finished  it  in  1921. 

Some  notes  tell  us  of  a  one-room  school  in  Ogden  in  1870  near  the 
site  of  the  two-story  building  which  they  later  built. 


Old  School  House,  Ogden 
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Intermediate  Room  J 898 
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OGDEN  NAZARENE  CHURCH-  Held  their  first  service  Novem- 
ber 9,  1919.  They  actually  organized  as  a  Nazarene  church  a  short 
time  later.  Reverend  Clover  Keen  was  the  first  pastor.  Mrs.  C.  H. 
Keen  v^as  the  first  Sunday  School  Superintendent.  The  church 
building  was  built  the  summer  of  1919.  Henry  Cherry  built  the 
parsonage  and  later  deeded  it  to  the  church.  Nellie  McKinney  has 
been  the  pianist  for  48  years.  Fred  McKinney,  Sunday  School 
Superintendent  for  39  years.  Some  of  the  charter  members  are-  Fred 
McKinney,  Nellie  McKinney,  Francis  Steele,  Henry  Cherry,  Emma 
Cherry,  and  Velma  Cherry  Carroll. 


"C 


OGDEN  METHODIST  CHURCH  &  WSCS-The  ground  for  the 
First  Ogden  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  purchased  from  John 
and  Mary  Leney.  The  warranty  deed  was  recorded  March  12,  1872. 

The  plain  wooden  building  was  erected  in  1871  and  was  two 
stories  high,  the  upper  story  being  used  for  meetings  of  the  Masonic 
Lodge  until  1877  when  the  Masons  built  a  building  in  the  east  part  of 
the  Village.  Later  the  upper  story  of  the  church  was  removed  and  a 
front  was  built  with  a  steeple  to  make  it  look  more  like  a  church. 

Prior  to  the  building  of  the  church,  services  for  the  Christian  and 
Methodist  Churches  were  held  in  a  one-room  school  house  on 
alternating  weeks.  The  first  Methodist  Meeting  was  held  at  the  school 
house  in  1871  by  Isaac  Grover. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Ladies  Aid  Society  was  adopted  October 
12,    1911,  its  purpose  being  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  M.E. 
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Church  in  social,  financial  and  religious  matters,  cooperating  with  the 
pastor  and  official  members,  in  building  up  the  temporal  and  moral 
affairs  of  the  Community  and  to  aid  any  worthy  person,  whether  a 
member  of  the  Church  or  not.  The  first  secretary  of  the  Society  was 

Miss  Ella  Fisher. 

The  present  Methodist  Church,  of  brick  structure  was  built  in 
1920.  The  late  Reverend  W.  G.  Pulliam  was  the  church  building 
Minister.  The  new  church  was  dedicated  on  January  9,  1921. 
Reverend  Howard  Leach  was  the  pastor.  Trustees  were:  Richard  P. 
Hayes,  President;  Jay  Freese,  Secretary;  Miss  Grace  Alsip,  Treasurer; 
and  Miss  Bertie  Freese,  Treasurer  of  the  Building  Fund.  Other 
trustees  were:  T.  C.  Johnson,  J.  A.  Ackerman,  Dr.  T.  Lee  Agnew,  L. 
W.  Baird.  The  building  committee  were  Richard  P.  Hayes,  President; 
Jay  Freese,  Secretary;  Charles  E.  Freeman,  Abner  Silkey  and  Daniel 

Hahn. 

Other  officers  of  the  Church  during  the  time  it  was  built  in  1920 
were  Mrs.  L.  W.  Baird,  President  of  the  Ladies  Aid  Society;  Mrs.  T.  C. 
Johnson,  President  of  the  Women's  Foreign  Missionary  Society;  Miss 
Lizzie  Hayes,  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School. 

The  Ladies  Aid  Society  supported  the  church  by  having  quilting 
and  sewing  bees,  suppers,  threshing  dinners,  etc.  Their  regular 
meetings  were  usually  held  in  the  homes  of  members. 

The  Ladies  Aid  Society  continued  until  the  early  1940's  when  the 
Society  and  the  Women's  Missionary  Society  combined  with  the  new 
organization  "The  Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service"  whose 
purpose  was  to  help  women  grow  in  the  knowledge  and  experience 
of  God  as  revealed  in  Jesus  Christ  and  to  challenge  them  to  respond 
to  God's  redemptive  purpose  in  the  world. 

Reverend  Carl  F.  Hass  is  the  Minister  at  the  present  time.  He  and 
his  wife  Genevieve  have  three  sons  Willard,  Phillip  and  David. 

Present  Officers  of  the  W.S.C.S.  include  Vera  Brock,  President; 
Audrey  Sattler,  First  Vice-President;  Nora  Stayton,  Second  Vice- 
President,  Genevieve  Hass,  Honorary  Vice-President;  Alice  Christein, 
Secretary;  Lillian  Jacobs,  Treasurer;  Beulah  Hiser,  Christian  Social 
Relations;  Margaret  Danner,  Program  Materials;  Kathryn  Hay,  Mis- 
sionary Education;  Opal  Skinner,  Spiritual  Growth;  Myrl  Harry, 
Patty  Crawford;  Membership;  Marion  Wagner,  Campus  Ministry; 
Ellen  Jacobs,  Local  Church  Responsibility;  and  Jennie  Ramert, 
Audrey  Sattler,  Leona  James,  Nominating  Committee. 
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Other  officers  of  the  church  at  present  are  Ralph  Stayton, 
Chairman  of  the  Administrative  Board;  John  Hay,  Lay  Leader;  and 
Mrs.  John  W.  Sadler,  Sunday  School  Superintendent. 

Througli  the  years  a  new  piano,  organ  and  chimes  have  been 
purchased  from  the  Memorial  Fund. 

OGDEN  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH-The  first  meetings  from  which 
the  Ogden  Christian  Church  developed  were  held  in  I860  by  Dr.  T. 
M.  Hess  of  Homer  in  an  old  school  house.  In  1 866,  Elder  A.  M.  Lucas 
came  by  request  of  W.  F.  Yates  and  J.  W.  Hayden  and  held  meetings 
in  the  school  house.  The  church  was  organized  in  1871.  Construction 
on  the  church  was  started  and  the  church  was  dedicated  in  January 
of  1872.  The  Elders  and  Deacons  of  this  newly  organized  church 
were  Edmund  Freeman,  John  Hayden,  Eleazer  Freeman,  Peter  J. 
Hedges,  Ben  Barton,  Thomas  Freeman  and  John  Ogden. 

Records  at  the  County  Court  House  show  that  Lot  5  in  Block  5 
(original  Town  of  Ogden)  was  acquired  on  May  17,  1873  from  Wm. 
H.  and  Mary  Smith  for  $65.00.  The  Church  disbanded  in  the  early 
'80's  but  through  the  leading  of  B.  F.  Firebaugli  and  Minister  L.  C. 
Warren,  a  reorganization  was  effected  in  April,  1886. 

In  1891  the  first  Ladies  Aid  Society  was  organized  by  Mrs. 
Vanzant.  The  women's  group  is  now  known  as  the  Willing  Workers. 

Revivals  were  held  in  1893  by  Rev.  S.  H.  Creighton  and  in  1908 
by  Rev.  S.  E.  Fisher  that  greatly  strengthened  the  Church.  Rev. 
Fisher  also  organized  a  Christian  Endeavor  Society  which  supported 
a  native  worker  in  the  Congo  in  Africa  for  some  time. 

The  first  church  building  was  replaced  by  the  present  brick 
structure  which  was  dedicated  on  May  21,  1922,  with  H.  H.  Peters, 
State  Secretary  as  Dedicator.  On  June  24,  1921  the  parsonage  lot 
with  house  was  acquired  from  Effie  and  Wm.  Woodin  for  $550.00. 
The  present  parsonage  was  built  in  1 93 1 . 

On  May  24,  1942  a  Twentieth  Anniversary  Celebration  was  held 
following  a  renovation  and  redecoration  of  the  Church.  Rev.  W.  H. 
Walker  and  Rev.  Steven  E.  Fisher  were  speakers  of  the  day. 

In  early  1966  a  new  floor,  new  pews  and  carpeting  were  installed 
in  the  Sanctuary  and  other  memorials  added. 

There  are  36  known  ministers  who  have  served  this  Church.  There 
have  been  three  men  who  have  gone  into  the  ministry  from  this 
Church;  Walter  Martin  in  the  1890's,  Chas.  Walters  in  the  1940's  and 
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Roy  Miller,  Jr.  who  was  ordained  in  this  Church  in  1956. 

Ground  breaking  services  for  the  Educational  Addition  was  held 
on  April  9,  1967  and  construction  began  immediately. 

WILLING  WORKERS  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH-The 
Wilhng  Workers  were  first  organized  about  66  years  ago,  by  Mrs. 
Vanzant.  She  moved  to  Ogden  from  Danville  and  helped  to  organize 
the  women  of  the  Church,  and  she  served  as  the  first  president. 

These  statistics  are  not  accurate  as  the  Church  records  were 
destroyed  by  fire.  We  do  know  that  during  the  first  few  years  of  the 
Societies  activities,  while  Mrs.  M.  A.  Freeman,  mother  of  Mrs.  Flo 
Sadler,  was  president,  the  Willing  Workers  purchased  the  communion 
chairs  which  were  used  until  the  year  of  1956  when  a  new 
communion  table  and  chairs  were  bought  by  the  Church.  While  the 
old  church  was  still  a  story  frame  building,  the  women  purchased 
new  benches,  which  were  removed  to  the  new  building. 

The  Society,  from  the  beginning  has  always  paid  on  the  ministers 
salary  and  helped  on  the  expense  of  the  church  and  parsonage 
upkeep.  Some  of  those  who  served  as  presidents  during  the  earlier 
days  were  Mrs.  Margaret  Freeman,  Mrs.  Martha  Freeman,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Ingram-McBee,  Mrs.  Ahce  Hiller,  Mrs.  Lillie  Freeman,  Mrs.  Anna 
Freeman,  and  Mrs.  Carrie  Clayton. 

When  the  new  church  was  built  in  1922,  the  Wilhng  Workers 
bought  the  baptistry  curtains,  the  carpet  and  communion  table. 

Others  leading  the  group  are  Mrs.  Delia  Downing,  Mrs.  Flo  Sadler, 
Mrs.  Emma  McKinley,  Mrs.  Mae  Fenters,  Mrs.  Nellie  Van  Buskirk, 
Mrs.  Maude  Elder,  Mrs.  Lee,  Mrs.  Dolhe  Leedy,  and  Mrs.  NelHe 
Hunter.  It  is  recalled  that  one  president  moved  or  resigned  and  Mrs. 
Jennie  Freese  finished  her  term  of  office. 

When  the  parsonage  was  built  the  Willing  Workers  pledged  $1,000 

toward  it  and  in  1933  when  Rosa  Loeffler  went  as  president  that 
pledge  was  still  standing.  A  fund  was  started  to  pay  off  the  parsonage 
and  was  accomplished  the  next  year.  Later  $90.00  was  given  to  help 
decorate  the  interior  of  the  church.  A  new  Skelgas  stove  was 
purchased  during  Mrs.  Minnie  Stearns  term  of  office. 

This  record  is  by  no  means  complete,  but  it  has  recalled  a  few  of 
the  outstanding  events  and  will  make  us  all  realize  and  appreciate 
how  the  Wilhng  Workers  have  worked  together  for  the  Christian 
Church. 
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Chapter  7 
SERVICES  IN  THE  COMMUNITY 

The  first  postmaster  was  Theodore  E.  Haworth.  He  served  nine 
months;  and  was  succeeded  by  Thomas  J.  Carpenter  in  January, 
1871,  who  has  held  the  office  ever  since.  The  first  express  agent  was 
David  Little.  Mr.  Carpenter  also  filled  that  position.  Rural  route  mail 
carrying  was  started  in  1903,  with  James  Stay  ton  and  Myron  Taylo 
as  carriers.  Stayton  carried  the  mail  just  30  days,  when  his  brother, 
John,  succeeded  him  carrying  it  for  over  30  years.  Mrs.  Grace  Hiller 
was  one  of  the  postmasters  and  Lester  Mapes  a  rural  carrier. 

As  Ogden  reached  the  population  of  400,  it  became  a  convenient 
banking  center  for  a  large  area  of  the  country  around.  The  Ogden 
bank  and  the  First  National  Bank  provided  such  conveniences.  The 
latter  was  founded  in  April  1900,  with  C.  L.  Van  Doren  as  its 
president.  A.  H.  Freese  also  became  head  of  the  bank.  The  capital  of 
the  First  National  was  $30,000;  surplus  and  undivided  profits, 
$13,000;  Deposits,  $17,000.  The  name  Freese  is  prominent  in 
banking  circles,  with  Jay  as  president,  brother  Leo  a  cashier,  and  3 
others  in  the  family  as  directors. 

The  village  has  had  a  newspaper  almost  continuously  since  1885, 
when  the  Ogden  Sun  was  published.  J.  B.  Klegg  was  the  editor  and 
changed  the  name  to  Journal.  At  his  death  it  passed  to  William 
Wampler,  who  conducted  it  until  1892.  His  successor  was  Frank 
Osborn  for  about  a  year  till  destruction  of  the  office  by  fire. 
December  1894,  J.  R.  Watkins  started  a  paper,  the  Courier. 
December  1902  it  sold  to  J.  C.  Kirby,  in  May  of  the  following  year 
he  disposed  of  it  to  Dale  Bros.,  of  the  St.  Joe  Record.  Next  owner 
was  Mrs.  Delia  McPherren  who  also  edited  it. 

John  R.  Watkins  numbered  among  journalists  of  Champaign 
County.  His  mother  was  a  near  relative  of  Davy  Crockett.  He  was 
born  October  20,  1867.  In  1890,  he  embarked  in  the  field  of 
journalism  and  for  four  years  was  connected  with  the  Mansfield 
Express  in  the  capacity  of  foreman  of  the  printing  department.  He 
became  completely  conversant  with  every  feature  of  the  business, 
and  in  1894  came  to  Ogden  and  commenced  the  publication  of  the 
Courier.  It  grew  wonderfully  in  popularity  and  it  was  non-partisan.  It 
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gave  the  news  of  the  day  and  was  devoted  to  upbuilding  of  this 
community.  It  modernized  its  appliances  and  presses,  and  particular 
attention  was  paid  to  all  kinds  of  job  printing  and  press  work.  He 
married  Clyde  Hilligoss  in  April  17,  1890.  Their  residence  was 
erected  in  1899.  They  were  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  He 
served  as  township  and  village  clerk.  On  the  1st  of  November,  1897, 
he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Ogden.  In  politics  he  was  a  stalwart 
Republican.  He  was  an  Odd  Fellow.  Also  identified  with  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  the  Modem  Woodman  of  America. 

F.  L.  &  C.  W.  Dale,  editors  and  proprietors  of  the  St.  Joseph 
Record,  were  well  known  throughout  eastern  Illinois  and  western 
Indiana,  as  well  as  in  Champaign  County.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  to 
add  that  their  reputation,  both  as  journalists  and  as  businessmen  and 
public  spirited  citizens  is  of  the  best. 

The  paternal  grandfather  came  here  in  1847.  His  son,  father  of  F. 
L.  and  C.  W.  was  bom  in  Ohio  and  spent  13  years  of  his  life  there. 
Since  then  he  was  associated  with  building  and  progress  of 
Champaign  County.  He  became  a  well-to-do  and  influential 
agriculturist  of  Mahomet  Township.  F.  L.  and  C.  W.  obtained  their 
initial  experience  as  newspaper  publishers  in  Hebron,  Indiana.  The 
St.  Joseph  Record  was  established  by  J.  A.  Noble,  1894,  and  was 
turned  over  to  the  Dale  Bros,  in  October  1 897.  It  was  a  six-column 
paper,  devoted  to  the  progress  of  the  county  and  immediate  locality. 
The  paper  was  strictly  non-partisan. 

The  Dale  Bros,  were  widely  known  for  their  musical  talent  and 
were  members  of  a  brass  band.  C.  W.  Dale  was  a  distinguished 
instructor  and  leader  of  bands  and  considered  one  of  the  best 
cornet  players  in  this  section  of  the  state.  He  composed  the 
"Company  M,  Fourth  Illinois  March,"  and  Two-step,  dedicated  to 
the  brave  soldiers  of  that  company,  who  saw  service  in  Cuba.  The 
arrangement  of  this  march  for  the  piano  was  pubHshed  by  the  Dale 
Pubhcations  in  St.  Joseph,  in  July  1899,  and  copyrighted  arrange- 
ment of  the  same,  for  the  use  of  bands,  made  such  an  immediate  hit 
that  it  was  promptly  purchased  by  H.  E.  McMillen  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  Socially  the  brothers  were  very  popular.  C.  W.  was  identified 
with  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Tribe  of  Ben  Hur,  while  F.  L.  was 
connected  with  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Tribe  of  Ben  Hur.  They 
were    reared   in   the   tenets  of  the   Republican   Party,   Mrs.   Delia 
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McPherren  owned  and  edited  the  paper  after  Dale  Bros.  Martha 
McCoy  succeeded  Margaret  Alsip  as  correspondent  to  the  News 
Gazette  and  Janet  Yeazel  wrote  for  those  papers  serving  the 
community. 

Ogden's  Fire  Department  with  Ray  Richardson  as  Chief,  was 
organized  in  1941.  The  equipment  was  a  fire  truck,  hose,  ladders  and 
ample  fire  wells  distributed  over  town.  As  the  town  has  grown  and 
modernized,  the  Fire  Department  has,  too. 

Ogden  Red  Cross  organized  December  16,  1941.  They  would  meet 
in  the  town  hall.  Rev.  and  J.  W.  Williams  were  Chairman,  Bertie 
Freese-Treasurer,  Martha  McCoy-Secretary,  with  Mrs.  Hazel  Sadler 
as  Chairman  of  the  Women's  Group.  Meetings  all  day  each  Tuesday 
to  knit  and  sew  various  garments  were  held.  At  one  time  over  200 
garments  had  been  completed. 


Old  Bank  where  the  American  Legion  now  stands 
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THE  ROSE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY- John  Rose,  in  1912,  donated  the 
ground  on  which  to  build  a  town  hall,  stipulating  that  1  room  be 
reserved  for  a  library.  Mr.  Rose  died  in  August,  1916,  and  willed 
$800  to  start  the  library.  This  amount  accumulated  to  quite  a  sum  of 
interest.  The  Village  of  Ogden  voted  a  2  mill  tax  for  the  support  of 
the  library  April  19,  1919,  but  it  was  not  until  April  21,  1921,  the 
1st  directors  were  elected.  They  were:  Leo  Freese  and  Mrs.  Matie 
Brennan,  for  3  year  terms;  Dr.  T.  Lee  Agnew  and  Mrs.  E.  C. 
Firebaugh,  2  years;  and  W.  G.  Pulliam  and  Mrs.  Jennie  K.  Freese,  1 
year.  Books  and  equipment  were  purchased  and  2  1/2  years  later,  in 
November,  1923,  the  library  opened  with  Mrs.  Verna  Hall  as 
librarian.  She  served  through  1925.  Other  librarians  were  Lena 
Ackerman,  Evelyn  Gilkeson,  Mrs.  Mamie  Hall,  Mureline  Sattler,  Rosa 
Loeffler  and  Amy  Miller.  Library  Presidents  through  the  years  were 
Mrs.  Leo  Freese,  Florence  Sadler,  Mrs.  Katherine  Lowman,  Mrs.  Jay 
Freese,  Mrs.  T.  Lee  Agnew,  and  Mrs.  Margaret  Danner.  Others  serving 
on  the  board  include  Raymond  Hunter,  W.  W.  Sherman,  Charles 
Ludwick,  Mrs.  Delia  McPherran,  Mrs.  Ralph  Sadler,  Mrs.  Edith 
Fielding,  Mrs.  Raymond  Hunter,  Mrs.  Frank  Dukes,  Mrs.  Frank 
Fenters,  Mrs.  Mabel  Short,  Mrs.  Louise  Stewart,  Mrs.  Myrl  Harry, 
Mrs.  Curtis  Sadler,  Mrs.  Dennis  Murphy,  Miss  Lucy  Douglas,  Mrs. 
Dale  Steenbergen,  Mrs.  Lester  Howell,  Mrs.  Ralph  Cearlock,  Mrs. 
Beverly  Emberton  and  Mrs.  Marilyn  Hunter.  Also  Joan  Myers  and 
Audrey  Sattler. 

When  Mrs.  Amy  Miller  retired  as  librarian  Mrs.  Beverly  Emberton 
took  over.  The  current  librarian  is  Mrs.  Florence  Randall. 

VILLAGE  ELECTRICITY  SYSTEM- The  Danville,  Urbana  and 
Champaign  Electric  Rail  system  asked  for  a  franchise  through  Ogden 
in  1903  and  it  was  not  until  1907  that  the  K  of  P  Lodge  asked  the 
Village  Board  for  permission  to  run  poles  and  electric  Hnes  to  their 
Hall,  which  was  located  above  the  store  now  occupied  by  Lester  and 

Rose  Ray. 

The  Village  Board  met  with  Mr.  Kimball,  the  Electric  Manager  of 
the  Danville,  Urbana  and  Champaign  Electric  system  many  times 
from  1908  until  1915  with  no  action  taken. 

Permission  was  granted  to  Mr.  F.  F.  Berkley  to  erect  poles  and 
place  lines  thereon  for  electric  current  to  the  mill  in  April,  1915. 
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The  Village  Board  met  with  a  man  on  an  electric  plant  in 
September,  1915,  but  no  action  was  taken  on  this.  The  Board  then 
passed  an  ordinance  providing  for  the  issuance  of  Electric  Light  and 
Power  Bonds,  for  the  amount  of  $3,500.00  to  be  voted  on  in  April, 
1916.  The  measure  was  passed,  and  the  facility  was  called  the  Ogden 
Electric  Light  and  Power  Company. 

The  first  bill  paid  was  to  the  Illinois  Electric  Coke  Company  for 
the  amount  of  $22.50,  in  November  1916.  The  first  collection  was 
$77.88  for  the  same  month. 

The  last  electricity  bill  paid  was  to  the  Illinois  Power  Company  in 
June  1968,  in  the  amount  of  $2,124.68,  the  Company  which  took 
possession  of  the  system  on  July  1,  1968. 
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CHAPTER  8 
THE  MILITARY 

OGDEN  AMERICAN  LEGION  POST  NO.  998-On  May  1,  1946, 
the  prospective  members  of  the  American  Legion  Post  No.  998  met 
at  the  Town  Hall  for  the  purpose  of  organization.  The  following 
people  were  elected  as  the  first  officers  of  the  new  organization: 
Commander,  Paul  Mapes;  Vice-Commander,  James  Myers;  Second 
Vice  Commander,  Wm.  Morrison;  Adjutant,  Jesse  Alsip;  Sgt.  at  Arms, 
William  Freeman;  Finance  Officer,  Ivan  Sadler;  Historian,  Robert 
Webb;  and  Chaplain,  John  Alsip.  A  temporary  Charter  was  adopted 
and  regular  meetings  scheduled. 

Post  No.  998  has  been  very  active,  providing  services  for  the  local 
community,  as  well  as  for  veterans  wherever  they  may  be.  It  has 
given  many  awards  to  students  of  the  graduating  class  of  high  school, 
and  sponsored  a  boy  at  Boy's  State  in  Springfield  each  year  for  many 
years. 

For  many  years  the  Post  sponsored  a  summer  carnival  in  the 
community,  providing  entertainment  and  diversion. 

During  the  Second  World  War,  an  Honor  Roll  was  erected  by  the 
Village,  listing  the  names  of  the  young  men  from  the  community 
who  were  serving  their  country.  It  stood  in  a  vacant  lot  where  the 
Laundromat  is  now  located.  After  the  war,  when  the  Legion  was 
organized.  Memorial  Services  were  held  by  the  members,  near  the 
Honor  Roll. 

In  1959,  a  lot  on  the  North  East  comer  of  Main  and  East  Streets 
was  purchased  by  the  Legion  from  the  Hattie  Brown  Estate,  and 
plans  were  made  for  a  Memorial  Park.  Members  of  the  Legion 
landscaped  and  seeded  the  site  and  funds  were  solicited  from  the 
community  to  purchase  the-  monument  which  now  stands  at  the 
center  of  the  park,  and  on  which  are  inscribed  the  names  of  the 
veterans  of  the  First  and  Second  World  Wars  and  the  Korean  War. 
Each  May  30  services  are  planned  and  held  by  the  Post  in  Memorial 
Park. 

Officers  for  the  Year  1970-1971  are  as  follows:  Commander, 
Robert  Willfong;  First  Vice  Commander,  Larry  E.  Willfong;  Second 
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Vice  Commander,  Philip  Ems;  Adjutant,  Peter  J.  Wagner;  Finance 
Officer,  Wayne  L.  Denhart;  Sgt.  at  Arms,  Ralph  Cearlock;  and 
Chaplain,  Louie  Karlau. 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY  POST  998-The  Ameri- 
can Legion  Auxiliary,  Ogden  Unit  No.  998  was  organized  February 
26,  1 947  with  26  Charter  Members.  Mrs.  Leona  Morrison  was  elected 
President,  Mrs.  Myrl  Harry,  First  Vice-President;  Mrs.  Kathryn  Webb, 
Second  Vice-President;  Mrs.  Joan  Myers,  Secretary;  Mrs.  Martha 
McCoy,  Treasurer;  Mrs.  Charlene  Lewis,  Chaplain;  and  Mrs.  Sarabelle 

Freeman,  Sergeant  at  Arms. 

Meetings  were  held  in  the  town  hall  and  members'  homes  until  the 

Post  purchased  a  Legion  home  in  1948.  The  unit  helped  furnish  the 

building. 

1 947  was  the  first  year  for  the  Annual  Street  Carnival  which  was 
held  yearly  until  1969. 

Genevra  (Miller)  Baxter  was  the  first  girl  to  attend  Girls'  State  at 
Jacksonville.  Since  then  the  unit  has  sponsored  21  girls.  The 
delegates  learn  much  concerning  state  government  during  the  week  at 
Girls'  State. 

The  unit  has  had  a  County  President,  Mrs.  Irene  Mapes  and  a 
District  Director,  Mrs.  Eloise  Provine.  Mrs.  Martha  McCoy  served  as 
County  Secretary -Treasurer  and  District  Secretary.  Mrs.  Louise 
Bensyl  served  as  District  Sergeant  at  Arms. 

Each  year  the  unit  has  sponsored  a  poppy  poster  contest,  to  help 
sell  poppies  for  the  hospitaUzed  veterans  and  an  essay  contest  to 
promote  good  citizenship. 

During  the  years  the  members  have:  participated  in  Memorial  Day 
Services  and  prepared  decorations  for  the  deceased  Veterans'  graves. 
Decorations  were  also  made  for  the  three  deceased  members:  Mrs. 
Hazel  Pearson,  Mrs.  Eda  Sadler  and  Mrs.  Ella  Mapes. 

Donated  to  the  six  point  program  which  provided  various 
programs  to  aid  the  hospitalized  veteran  and  his  family. 

Made  hundreds  of  tray  favors  and  sent  many  crossword  puzzles, 
magazines,  books  and  various  other  items  to  the  hospitalized 
veterans. 

They  sponsored  the  Annual  March  of  Dimes  and  helped  with  the 
Christmas  Baskets  for  the  needy  of  the  community.  They  made  ditty 
bags  and  filled  them  for  men  in  service  in  Vietnam.  They  provided 


Compliments  of 
Hart  Oil  Co. 
Champaign,  Illinois  4 1 


cookies  and  cakes  for  the  U  S  O  at  Rantoul  and  sent  cookies  to  men 
in  service.  They  purchased  a  wheel  chair  and  hospital  bed  to  be  used 
by  the  community.  Veterans  crafts  were  sold  for  the  needy  veterans 
and  the  Ogden  Unit  sponsored  many  other  programs  for  the  veterans. 
Twelve  of  the  original  26  Charter  Members  still  belong  to  the  unit. 
They  are: 

Mrs.  Leona  Morrison  Mrs.  Sarabelle  Freeman 

Mrs.  Myrl  Harry  Mrs.  Margaret  Riser 

Mrs.  Joan  Myers  Mrs.  Martha  McCoy 

Mrs.  Mary  Harper  Mrs.  Juhet  Karlau 

Mrs.  Nellie  Hunter  Mrs.  Elsa  Karlau 

Mrs.  Janice  Freeman  Mrs.  Charlene  Lewis 

Killed  In  Action  and  Number 
Serving  in  Each  War  from  Ogden 

World  War  I-April  6,  1917-November  11,1918 

Joseph  Loeffler 
39  served 

World  War  II-December  7,  1941 -September  2,  1945 

Gene  Brock 

Orville  Chillcoate 

Max  Harry 

William  J.  McMahon 

138  served 

Korean  Conflict- June  25,  1950- July  27,  1953 

None  Killed 
24  served 

Ogden  is  honored  to  have  a  retired  Colonel  and  his  wife  living  in 
the  community,  who  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Brock.  They  lost  their 
only  son.  Gene  Tibbs  Brock,  in  World  War  II. 
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Chapter  9 
ORGANIZATIONS 

THE  WOMAN'S  CLUB-The  Club  was  organized  in  1908;  feder- 
ated in  1910;  and  apparently  organized  by  Mrs.  Delia  Taylo.  Thirteen 
names  of  members  appear  in  the  1910-1 1  yearbook.  They  are:  Mrs. 
Maude  Canaday,  Mrs.  Mattie  Brennan,  Mrs.  Jennie  D.  Freese,  Mrs. 
Mildred  Freeman,  Mrs.  Florence  McKinley  Sadler,  Mrs.  Amanda 
Silkey,  Mrs.  Blanche  White,  Mrs.  Nora  Johnson,  Mrs.  Delia  McPher- 
ren,  Mrs.  Lydia  Reese.  The  Club  Motto  was  "Woman's  Mission: 
Usefulness,  Tenderness  and  Charity"  and  then  changed  to  "Woman's 
Best  Mission:  Usefulness,  Cleanliness  and  Charity."  In  1912  the 
Motto  finally  became  "Woman's  Best  Mission,  Usefulness,  Unselfish- 
ness and  Charity." 

For  the  first  4  years  of  its  existence,  the  Club  was  known  as  the 
"Fortnightly  Club"  meeting  on  Friday  evenings,  at  7:30  o'clock- 
later  changed  to  2:30  in  the  afternoon. 

The  Club  provided  their  own  entertainment-such  as  putting  on 
plays.  Nearly  all  programs  were  provided  by  local  members-Talent 
right  from  home. 

The  records  show  that  Mrs.  Blanche  K.  White  was  the  Club's  first 
President,  followed  by  Mrs.  Jennie  K.  Freese.  The  officers  of  the 
Club  for  1910-12  were:  Mrs.  Florence  McKinley,  President;  Mrs. 
Jennie  D.  Freese,  Vice-President;  Mildred  Freeman,  Secretary;  Delia 
Taylo,  Treasurer;  and  Mrs.  Mary  Wehrman,  Critic. 

In  the  1920's  the  Club  was  disbanded  for  some  unknown  reason, 
and  resumed  activities  in  the  early  thirties.  During  World  War  II  the 
ladies  participated  in  activities  to  further  the  war  effort,  such  as 
folding  bandages,  etc. 

There  are  presently  43  members  of  this  organization,  with  the 
following  people  as  officers  for  the  1970-71  year:  President,  Mrs. 
Katie  Voges;  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Katherine  Sadler;  Secretary,  Mrs. 
Sonja  Vickers;  and  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Shirley  Green. 

The  Woman's  Club  is  responsible  for  a  very  fine  Community 
Halloween  Party  each  year  in  Ogden,  which  is  whole-heartedly 
supported  by  all,  especially  the  children. 
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THE  LIONS  CLUB-The  Lions  Club  of  Ogden,  Illinois  was 
organized  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  St.  Joseph  Lions  Club  in  the 
spring  of  1956  and  its  charter  was  issued  on  March  19,  1956  at  a 
banquet  and  program  at  the  Ogden  Methodist  Church. 

There  were  21  Charter  Members,  namely:  Jesse  W.  Alsip,  W. 
Arthur  Clark,  Russell  H.  Green,  John  I.  Hay,  Chester  B.  Hiser,  Don 
Hodgson,  Morris  D.  Hunter,  Chester  Mapes,  Lester  Mapes,  Paul 
Marsh,  Harold  McCoy,  James  McMahon,  Loren  J.  Molt,  Dennis  C. 
Murphy,  Clarence  R.  Provine,  Curtis  B.  Sadler,  Ralph  Sadler,  Robert 
Webb,  William  Webb,  Clyde  Wood  and  Stanley  H.  Harper. 

This  is  a  service  club  meeting  on  the  fourth  Monday  of  each 
month  at  a  dinner  meeting.  Dinners  were  previously  served  by  the 
Willing  Workers  of  the  Christian  Church,  the  WSCS  of  the  Methodist 
Church  and  by  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  but  recently  most 
meetings  are  held  at  Lincoln  House  Restaurant  with  only  special 
meetings  at  the  churches. 

The  Lions  have  engaged  in  various  community  projects.  They  are 
as  follows:  Conducting  an  annual  White  Cane  drive,  all  collections 
from  this  going  for  sight  conservation  work  and  aid  to  the  blind. 
Other  projects  are  purchase  of  an  eye  testing  machine  for  use  in  the 
local  schools;  purchase  of  street  signs  and  house  numbers  for  the 
Village;  purchase  of  a  flag  pole  for  the  Legion  Park;  providing  cash 
scholarships  for  summer  Music  Camps;  College  Scholarship  (The 
Duane  Hall  Scholarship)  and  contribution  to  Church  Camp  Programs; 
adding  a  tennis  court  fence  to  the  Grade  School  Playground;  and 
cleaning  up  the  R.R.  Right  of  Way. 

OGDEN  LODGE  NO.  754  A.F.&M.-This  Lodge  started  working 
under  dispensation  issued  March  9,  1877.  They  held  their  meetings 
above  the  M.E.  Church. 

The  hall  was  dedicated  and  the  Lodge  constituted  on  October  20, 
1877  with  the  following  officers  being  installed:  T.  P.  French, 
Worshipful  Master;  T.  J.  Carpenter,  S.  Warden;  E.  V.  Miles,  J. 
Warden;  J.  W.  Leney,  Treasurer;  J.  S.  Miles,  Secretary;  T.  C. 
Clendennen,  Chaplain;  T.  E.  Silkey,  S.  Deacon;  J.  S.  Coggshall,  J. 
Deacon;  B.  F.  Canaday,  S.  Steward;  W.  R.  Smith,  J.  Steward;  and  W. 
G.  Elder,  Tyler. 

Charter  members  of  the  Lodge  were  as  follows:  Ashford  H.  Freese, 
W.  H.  Harkins,  W.  R.  Smith,  Pat  Brennan,  Edward  V.  Miles,  T.  C. 
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Clendennen,  L.  W.  Baird,  Joseph  Downing,  W.  E.  Lindsey,  T.  E. 
Silkey,  J.  W.  Leney,  J.  S.  Carpenter,  W.  G.  Elder,  J.  D.  Botkin,  B.  F. 
Canaday,  Jesse  Doney  and  Samuel  Freese. 

The  Masons  started  building  their  own  building  in  June,  1887,  and 
completed  it  and  moved  in  on  November  18,  1887.  This  building  was 
on  Lot  1 1  of  Leney 's  Third  Addition. 

On  July  16,  1910,  proceedings  were  begun  on  the  building  now 
occupied  by  the  Masons,  on  Lots  7  and  8  of  the  Original  Town  of 
Ogden,  being  completed  and  dedicated  on  March  15,  1912,  the  other 
location  having  been  sold  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge  in  1911. 

ORDER  OF  THE  EASTERN  STAR  OF  ILLINOIS,  OGDEN 
CHAPTER  NO.  345-Ogden  Chapter  No.  345,  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star  of  Illinois  was  instituted  May  27,  1 896  and  received  its  Charter 
October  15,  1896.  Catherine  Cox  was  appointed  Worthy  Matron,  L. 
A.  Somers,  Worthy  Patron,  and  Eva  J.  Somers,  Associated  Matron. 

Other  Charter  Members  were  C.  Brennan,  J.  Flanding,  Minnie 
Baird,  Carohne  J.  Huckin,  Fannie  S.  Fenters,  JuHa  Green,  Rachel 
Green,  L.  W.  Baird,  John  Green,  P.  Brennan,  Wilson  Green,  J.  C. 
Flanding,  and  Eli  Fenters, 

In  1969  Faith  Chapter,  St.  Joseph,  merged  with  Ogden  Chapter 
and  the  members  are  now  members  of  Ogden  Chapter. 

Alta  Rosnett  is  Worthy  Matron  and  Peter  J.  Wagner  is  Worthy 
Patron  of  Ogden  Chapter. 

All  Charter  members  of  the  Chapter  are  deceased.  Those  belonging 
50  years  or  more  are  Ruby  Freese,  May  be  lie  Hubbard,  Lottie  Smith, 
Nora  Huckins,  Dulcie  Hayes,  Grace  Phares,  Nora  B.  Freeman,  J.  R. 
Stuckey,  Ida  Hiser,  Gertrude  Novak,  Charles  Dale,  Clara  Barclay, 
Lena  Ackerman,  Lenor  Hayes,  Mary  B.  Smith,  Opal  Farlow,  and 
Ethel  Be  sore. 

PYTHIAN  SISTERS  RED  ROSE  TEMPLE  NO.  142-The  Pythian 
Sisters,  an  Auxiliary  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  was  instituted  in 
October,  1905.  The  first  officers  were:  Most  Excellent  Chief,  Belle 
Helton;  Excellent  Senior,  Marie  Berkeley;  Excellent  Junior,  Hattie 
Baird;  Manager,  Lulu  Douglas;  Secretary,  Cora  Strong;  Treasurer, 
Alice  Hiller;  Protector,  Belle  Richards;  Guard,  Kate  Robinson;  Past 
Chief,  Celia  Perkins. 

Both  organizations  held  their  meetings  in  the  K.  of  P.  HaU,  which 
was  located  in  the  east  part  of  town. 
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The  Knights  were  very  active  in  that  their  Drill  Team  was  so 
perfect  that  they  were  in  demand  to  exemplify  their  work  in  various 
lodges  covering  a  wide  territory. 

In  1913,  the  K.  of  P.  Band  was  organized  which  was  led  by  Mr. 
Turner.  They  gave  summer  concerts  on  the  street  of  Ogden  for 
several  years  as  well  as  playing  for  dedications,  horse  shows  and 
parades  out  of  town. 

After  the  K.  of  P.  Hall  was  sold  and  dismantled,  the  Pythian 
Sisters  moved  to  the  Town  Hall,  where  they  still  meet. 

The  Temple  has  had  the  honor  of  having  several  Deputies 
appointed,  namely-Mrs.  Jennie  D.  Freese,  Mrs.  Irene  Mapes,  Mrs. 
Lotus  Harper  and  Mrs.  Isabelle  Anderson.  Their  duties  were  to 
inspect  the  work  of  the  Temples  in  their  District.  In  1938-1939  Mrs. 
Irene  Mapes  was  elected  to  the  highest  position  in  the  State  of 
Illinois-that  of  Grand  Chief.  Mrs.  Isabelle  Anderson  holds  position 
of  Past  Grand  Officer  in  Illinois. 

Present  officers  are  Past  Chief,  Lotus  Harper;  Most  Excellent 
Chief,  Ellen  Anderson;  Excellent  Senior,  Erma  Lakey;  Excellent 
Junior,  Murelene  Sattler;  Manager,  Carmen  Steenbergen;  Secretary, 
Irene  Mapes;  Treasurer,  Mamie  Richardson;  Protector,  Mildred 
Manning;  Guard,  Ruth  Thompson. 
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CENTENNIAL  CORPORATION  OFFICERS 

General  Chairman John  Hay,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  George  Crawford 

President George  Crawford 

Secretary Jim  Sayers 

Treasurer Ralph  Sadler 


Corporation 

Ivan  Sadler,  Chairman 
Carl  Freeman 

Date 

Ralph  Sadler,  Chairman 
Muriine  Sattler 
John  Sadler 
Elizabeth  Eyestone 

Finance 

Jim  Sayers,  Chairman 
Bill  Wilson 
Louis  Karlau 
Jim  Myers 
Curtis  Sadler 
Walt  Robbins 

Advertising 

Bruce  Voges,  Chairman 
Rosie  Danner 
Lester  Ray 
Harold  McCoy 
Kenneth  Swallow 
Loren  Molt 


SUB  COMMITTEES 
Activities 


Lois  Fenters,  Chairman 
Janice  Freeman 
Bob  Webb 
Margaret  Danner 
Cy  Plotner 
Jim  Richards 

Food  &  Drink 

Kathryn  Sadler,  Chairman 

Alta  Rosnett 

Mamie  Richardson 

Ed  Paceley 

Carl  Hass 

Vera  Brock 

Elizabeth  Helton 

Youth 

Steve  Hodge,  Chairman 
Paula  Crawford 
Jane  Callahan 
Mike  Voges 
Kenton  Baxter 
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Publicity 

Helen  Plotner,  Chairman 

Pat  Crawford 

Judy  Emrick 

Bev  Emberton 

Steve  Hodge 

Paula  Crawford 

Nora  Stayton 

Ellen  Jacobs 

Grounds 

John  Thompsen,  Chairman 

Rosie  Danner 

Dave  Plotner 

Carl  Freeman 

Bill  West 

Bill  Morrison 

Ron  Emrick 

Jim  Harris 

John  McMahon 

Medallions 

Raymond  Van  Buskirk,  Chairman 
Hazel  Sadler 
Bruce  Voges 


Parade 

Carl  Lewis,  Chairman 
Morris  Hunter 
Ralph  Baxter 
John  Thompsen 
Melvin  Jannusch 

Don  Maxwell 
Bill  Meyers 
Bob  Coons 
James  Randall 
Don  Hodgson 
Bud  Alsip 

Arrangements 

John  &  Vera  Brock,  Chairman 

John  Sadler 

Glenn  Hiser 

Don  Hayns 

Joe  Huffman 

Jerry  Davis 

Martha  McCoy 

Marion  Wagner 

Ruth  Johnson 

Margaret  Hiser 

History 

Pat  Crawford,  Chairman 
Judy  Emrick 
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THE  GOLDEN  AGE 

Couples  Who  Have  Celebrated  Their  Golden  Anniversary 

Mrs.  &  Mrs.  Lawrence  Harry 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  C.  Sessengood 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter  Barnes 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Fred  McKinney 


Golden  Year  Citizens 

Mrs.  Grace  Jacobs 

Mr.  Roy  Freese 
Mr.  Walter  Barnes 


Born  in  The  Village  and  are 
Over  Eighty  Years  of  Age 

Mrs.  Katharine  Hahn 

Mrs.  Mae  Fenters 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Fred  McKinney 

Miss  Dulcie  Hayes 

Henry  Richards 

Louis  Richards 

Miss  Dora  Loeffler 


Not  Bom  in  the  Village  But  Spent 
Most  of  Their  Lives  Here 
Mrs.  Agnes  Agnew  Mrs.  Reka  Rosenbeck 

Mrs.  &  Mrs.  Walter  Barnes  Mrs.  Mable  Stayton 

Mrs.  Mary  Bradley  Mrs.  Nora  Wallace 

Ora  Bensyl  Sr.  Mrs.  Maybelle  Hubbard 

E^^'  S^dJe^  Mrs.  Ella  Braden 


Mrs.  Roy  Freese 
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DEARIE 
(Do  You  Remember) 

Dearie  do  you  remember  when  our  town  was  9  blocks  long 
John  Leney  laid  it  out  that  way  and  this  became  his  throng 
He  sold  it  to  John  Ogden  and  to  his  efforts  said  goodbye. 
Do  you  remember,  if  you  remember 
Dearie  you're  much  older  than  I. 

Search  your  memory  my  Dearie 

Do  you  remember  when— John  Ogden  agreed  to  sell  this 

land  to  the  railroad  if  they'd  name  the  town  after  him. 

Life  was  cheery,  in  the  good  old  days  gone  by 

If  you  remember,  so  you  remember 

Dearie  you're  much  older  than  I. 

Do  you  remember  when  we  went  to  the  Horse  Show 

We'd  get  so  excited  it  was  hard  to  wait  til  time  to  go. 

It  was  held  each  year  for  two  whole  days. 

The  churches  would  serve  dinner  and  traveling  to  it  by 

horse  and  buggy  would  seem  such  a  long  ways. 

Do  you  remember,  if  you  remember 

Dearie  you're  much  older  than  I. 

Test  your  memory  my  Dearie 

Do  you  remember  the  wagons  lined  up  to  unload  their  grain. 

Horses  dozing  as  they  stood  in  line;  farmers  hoping 

it  would  not  rain  as  they  greeted  their  neighbors  Hi! 

Do  you  remember,  if  you  remember 

Dearie  you're  much  older  than  I. 

Test  your  memory  my  Dearie 

Do  you  remember  when  the  tile  factory  was  goin'  full  swing. 

Then  steam  powered  machinery  was  really  the  thing 

1915  they  run  out  of  clay  and  a  step  in  our  history  passed  us  by. 

If  you  remember,  so  you  remember 

Dearie  you're  much  older  than  I. 
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Do  you  remember  when  Patrick  Brennan  had  a  department  store. 

He  had  most  anything  you'd  want  and  for  the  dollar  you  got  much  more. 

You'd  come  to  town  once  a  week  and  leave  with  your  wagon  piled  high 

Life  was  cheery  in  the  good  old  days  gone  by. 

Do  you  remember,  do  you  remember 

Dearie  you're  much  older  than  I. 

Test  your  memory  my  Dearie 

Do  you  remember  when  the  opera  house  doors  were  open 

and  the  plays  were  going  on. 

The  boys  tried  to  fool  the  hypnotist  but  he  found  out  by  and  by. 

Dearie,  do  you  remember,  if  you  remember 

You're  much  older  than  I. 

Dearie  do  you  remember  when  Tiffen  Donaldson  taught  our  school 

It  was  held  in  Eleazer  Freemans  kitchen  and 

students  had  to  obey  each  rule. 

They  studied  hard  and  their  grades  were  high 

Life  was  cheery  in  the  good  old  days  gone  by. 

Do  you  remember,  if  you  remember 

Dearie  you're  much  older  than  I. 

Dearie,  will  you  remember  the  Centennial  Celebration 
People  came  from  all  around  to  see  our  deliberation. 
Yes,  one  hundred  years  have  gone  by 
Life's  been  cheery  don't  you  think.  Dearie? 
In  our  town  as  the  years  have  gone  by. 
Let's  help  our  youth  to  keep  it  alive  so  they  will  rate  it  high 
And  1 00  years  when  they  look  back,  they'll  talk  about 
the  good  old  days  gone  by. 
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PROGRAM 
Friday: 

PM 

5:00     Opening  of  Celebration 

5:30  to  7:30 Smorgasbord 

7:30  to  8:30 Pageant  and  King  and  Queen 

9:00  to  11:30 Youth  Dance 

During  Evening    .   Men  of  The  Brush  and  Ladies  of  The  Swish  Revue 

Concessions,  Booths,  and  Games 
Saturday : 

AM 

8:30     Flag  Raising  Ceremony 

Flea  Market 

10:00  or  10:30 Kiddie  Parade 

11:30 Bar-B-Que 

PM 

1-30     Big  Parade 

3:30     Concessions,  Booths,  and  Games 

Art  Gallery  and  Museum 

4-00     Contests 

Horse  Shoe 

Garden  Tractor  Pull 

Watermelon  Eating 

Sisters  of  The  Swish 

7:00     Brothers  of  The  Brush 

5:30  to  7:00 Supper  Hour 

7:30     Stage  Show 

Drawings 

Concessions,  Booths,  and  Games 
Sunday: 

Early  United  Church  Services 

Chanute  Band  Concert  at  2:00  PM 

Recognition  of  Farthest  Traveler,  Youngest,  Oldest 

Man  and  Woman,  and  Local  Sr.  Citizens. 

Concessions,  Booths,  and  Games 
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CHAPTER  10 
FACTS  FROM  HERE  AND  THERE 

FAMOUS  PEOPLE  FROM  OUR  TOWN?-John  I.  Hay,  who  was 
principal  of  Ogden  High  School  and  served  Jamaica  High  for  several 
years.  He  moved  back  to  Ogden  to  his  property  and  is  now  in  Real 
Estate  &  Insurance. 

Did  you  know  at  one  time  Ogden  streets  were  in  a  hustle  bustle 
state.  Especially  when  the  stockyards  were  here.  People  buying  and 
selling,  etc.  When  the  granaries  were  all  busy  it  has  been  told,  the 
wagons  of  corn  would  line  the  streets  waiting  their  turns  to  empty. 
Men  would  get  10)6  a  load  for  scooping  grain  off  the  wagons  into 
bins. 

The  kids  loved  to  go  sledding  in  winter  on  the  ramps  of  the 
granaries,  and  when  the  streets  iced  over,  ice  skating  was  much 
enjoyed. 

The  First  National  Bank  of  Ogden  when  located  in  the  Profes- 
sional Building,  was  broken  into  but  entrance  to  the  vault  was  never 
gained. 

Tornado  at  Mike  Freemans  (1941)— Community  turned  out  for 
clean-up  and  a  shower  to  put  them  on  their  feet  was  held. 

Thru  the  years  Dock  Leedy  had  a  restaurant  called  Dock's  Place.  It 
was  on  Rt.  10  on  a  curve  on  the  east  edge  of  town  and  many 
accidents  occurred  there.  Dock  even  had  concrete  abutments  built. 

Leney  Street  was  named  after  an  early  settler. 

Because  the  grocery  stores  had  no  refrigeration,  Ogden  had  a 
butcher  shop.  It  was  supplied  by  the  stockyard  most  of  the  time. 

Ogden  had  a  horse  show  every  year  lasting  2  days.  The  churches 
served  dinner. 

Chuck  Ramert  opened  the  Chevrolet  Garage  the  year  Red  Grange 
played  at  U  of  I.  1924  or  5. 

Almost  every  building  in  town  was  once  occupied  by  a  restaurant. 

Ogden  once  had  three  grain  elevators  operating  at  one  time. 

The  first  bank  was  located  where  the  new  one  now  stands. 

McKinley's  Drug  Store  once  had  the  only  telephone  in  town. 

Dock  Leedy  moved  his  pool  hall  out  of  town  due  to  public 
opposition. 
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"BiUy  Osborn"  operated  the  movie  house  and  Irene  Mapes  played 
the  piano. 

Chautauquas  came  to  town  every  summer  and  presented  plays. 
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Chapter  1 1 
Early  Scenes 
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George  Boise  Sanitary  Hauling 
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Pool  Hall  next  to  Doc  Leedy  's  Shop 
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Bill  Miller's  Butcher  Shop 


Ogden  Hammer  Mill  and  Feed  Store  1 930 
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Chapter  12 
BIOGRAPHIES-PRIOR  TO  1870-1910 

A  leading  merchant  of  the  village,  J.  C.  Gardiner,  was  also 
supervisor  of  the  township.  His  father  came  from  Ireland.  J.  C. 
started  in  Ogden  by  renting  a  200  acre  farm  in  Ogden  township  from 
J.  W.  Lewis.  He  lived  here  for  5  years  and  then  bought  a  small  farm 
within  half  a  mile  of  the  village  of  Ogden.  In  1891  he  was  elected 
assessor  of  his  township,  and  while  performing  the  duties  of  that 
office  he  also  operated  his  farm  without  help.  In  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  he  sold  the  place  and  bought  a  small  stock  of  groceries,  with 
which  he  commenced  his  mercantile  business  in  the  L,  W,  Baird 
Building  at  Ogden.  The  first  year  his  stock  consisted  of  groceries,  but 
later  he  began  adding  other  lines,  and  increased  his  stock  from  time 
to  time  to  meet  the  growing  demands  of  his  trade.  In  1894  he 
purchased  a  store  building  from  W.  F.  Jenkins  that  had  two  good 
rooms,  carrying  a  large  and  well-selected  stock  of  general  merchan- 
dise. There  was  no  neater  or  better  conducted  estabhshment  in  the 
country.  He  came  a  poor  man  with  only  $450  to  invest  and 
prospered.  In  1898  he  and  his  brother  in  Wingate,  Indiana  started  a 
mercantile  business.  He  stayed  a  few  months  to  establish  it.  On 
March  13,  1887  he  married  Miss  Ettie  House  in  Mansfield,  Illinois.  In 
1896  they  erected  a  commodious  residence  in  Ogden,  one  of  the  best 
in  the  village.  They  both  were  active  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  he  especially  was  interested  in  Sunday  School 
work.  A  member  of  Com  City  Lodge  and  a  Charter  Member  of  the 
Court  of  Honor  at  Ogden,  in  which  he  served  as  Presiding  Officer  for 
several  years.  He  was  an  unswerving  Republican  and  was  elected 
Supervisor  of  his  township  in  1892  and  then  re-elected  at  least  four 
times.  He  served  as  Village  Trustee  also. 

Gilbert  Canaday,  at  the  age  of  21  came  to  Burr  Oak  Grove, 
Champaign  County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  also  bought 
stock  for  other  parties  for  two  years,  after  which  he  did  this  type 
thing  on  his  own  very  successfully.  He  and  his  brother  Asbury 
purchased  a  section  of  land  in  Ogden  Township,  for  which  they  went 
in  debt,  having  no  ready  money,  but  before  their  notes  came  due  the 
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land  was  paid  for.  He  gradually  acquired  900  acres  of  land  in 
Vermilion  and  Champaign  Counties.  His  interest  in  cattle  business 
and  industry,  perserverence  and  good  management  made  him  one  of 
the  most  substantial  men  of  the  county. 

John  L.  Cailey  located  on  Section  30,  Homer  (now  Ogden) 
Township.  Became  quite  influential,  owning  400  acres  of  fine 
farmlands  at  one  time.  He  was  born  April  15,  1842.  He  died  as  he 
lived,  loved  and  honored  by  all,  having  reached  the  age  of  three  score 
and  ten  at  the  date  of  his  death,  in  the  summer  of  1865.  For  several 
years  our  subject  had  taken  much  care  of  Mr.  Parrott's  property,  and, 
under  his  wise  direction,  had  mastered  the  details  of  agriculture  and 
general  business. 

Milton  Babb,  a  prominent  farmer  and  wealthy  citizen  of  Ogden, 
identified  with  the  early  development  of  the  community,  and  never 
withheld  his  support  from  any  enterprise  calculated  to  prove  of 
public  benefit.  He  was  born  November  10,  1826,  in  Virginia.  His 
people  were  from  Germany.  He  came  to  IlHnois  in  1852.  He 
purchased  a  farm  in  Ogden  Township,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock  raising  until  his  death,  at  which  time  he  owned  eleven 
hundred  acres  of  land  under  a  high  state  of  cultivafion  and  well 
improved.  December  17,  1857  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Littler  of 
Vermilion  and  they  had  4  children.  They  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  Reared  in  a  slave  state,  he  was  opposed  to  it  and 
was  a  staunch  supporter  of  first  the  Whig  and  later  the  Repubhcan 
Party.  He  was  strictly  a  business  man. 

Ogden  had  a  Negro  family  who  lived  on  Rt.  10  where  Dovie 
Anderson  is  now  residing.  Their  last  name  was  Cherry  and  they  are 
buried  at  Stems  Cemetery  north  of  Ogden. 

Patrick  Brennan  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Ogden.  He  was 
born  in  Dubhn,  Ireland  on  January  17,  1845.  In  1850  with  his 
father,  Dennis  Brennan,  and  two  sisters  Mary  and  Margaret,  he  came 
to  New  York  City.  In  1856  he  came  to  Vermilion  Grove,  Illinois  and 
made  his  home  with  Richard  Mendenhall  and  family.  During  the  Civil 
War  he  was  a  member  of  Company  D  125th  Ilhnois  Volunteers  and 
was  in  active  service  in  the  battles  of  Perrysville,  Chickamauga, 
Mission  Ridge,  and  Kenesaw  Mountain,  and  with  General  Sherman  in 
his  famous  "March  to  the  Sea". 
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When  he  came  to  Ogden  in  1868  there  was  only  a  Post  Office  and 
a  General  Store.  For  a  time  he  was  agent  for  the  I.  B.  &  W.  Railroad, 
bought  and  shipped  grain  for  J.  VV.  Leney  and  taught  school  in  Ogden 
and  Fairmount.  Later  he  opened  a  general  store  and  was  in  the 
mercantile  business  for  thirty-four  years. 

Mr.  Brennan  was  a  charter  member  of  Ogden  Lodge  No.  754  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.  Masons  and  of  Ogden  Chapter  No.  345  of  the  Eastern  Star. 

In  1860  he  married  Cornelia  Terrell  of  Georgetown,  Illinois.  Their 
children  were  William  and  Wintress.  William  attended  Weslyn 
University  in  Bloomington,  Illinois,  had  a  brief  legal  career  in 
Danville,  Illinois  and  later  went  into  business  with  his  father  and 
operated  the  business  until  his  death.  Wintress  attended  St.  Mary  of 
the  Woods  and  the  U  of  I  receiving  degrees  in  Liberal  Arts  and 
Library  Science.  She  served  as  a  librarian  at  Cedar  Falls  and 
Northwestern  University. 

William  married  Mary  L.  Whitzell  and  the  survivors  of  this 
marriage  are  Mrs.  Jessica  B.  Clark  of  Champaign,  Virginia  T.  Brennan 
of  Palo  Alto,  California,  Betty  M.  Brennan  of  Champaign, and  Mrs. 
Patricia  B.  Keating  of  Temple,  Arizona. 

In  1878,  Sarali  Jane  Kirby  married  Amos  Elliott  residing  on  the 
farm,  where  R.  E.  Freeman  is  now  living,  in  the  Ogden  vicinity  until 
his  death  in  1920.  Three  years  later  she  moved  to  Ogden  where  the 
Walter  Barnes  are  now  living. 

George  Bernhardt  (Barney)  Loeffler  was  born  January  14,  1833  in 
Dettenhausen,  Wurtembutg,  Germany.  He  was  educated  at  the 
University  of  Heidelburg,  then  taught  school  for  four  years  in 
Germany  before  borrowing  money  to  come  to  America  in  1856. 
Years  later  when  his  parents  died  in  Germany,  his  share  of  their 
estate  was  confiscated  by  the  Government,  since  he  had  been 
educated  as  a  teacher  at  government  expense  and  had  been  granted 
leave  from  military  obligation  to  come  to  America  to  further  his 
education,  but  had  not  returned.  He  left  Le  Havre,  France  on  a 
sailing  vessel  and  arrived  in  New  York  44  days  later.  A  fellow 
passenger  was  a  Mr.  Lowenstem  and  during  the  long  voyage  they 
became  friends.  Mr.  Lowenstern  later  estabhshed  a  men's  clothing 
store  in  Urbana  and  was  a  frequent  visitor  in  the  Loeffler  home.  As 
was  arranged  before  his  departure  from  Germany,  Barney  Loeffler 
went  to  Akron,  Ohio  where  he  taught  music  and  German,  Later  he 
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accepted  a  position  in  a  private  school  in  Cleveland  and  while  there 
he  studied  for  the  ministry.  He  was  married  in  1858  to  Mary  Ann 
Schroeder  and  they  were  the  parents  of  four  children;  Anna, 
Elizabeth,  Albert  and  Mary.  Albert,  a  bachelor,  spent  most  of  his 
adult  life  in  the  Ogden  area.  Elizabeth  married  Pete  Wagner  and  their 
son,  Charles,  lived  in  this  area  all  his  life. 

Mr.  Loeffler  became  a  naturalized  citizen  and  cast  his  first  vote  for 
Lincoln.  In  1859  he  moved  to  West  Urbana  (now  Champaign)  and 
organized  a  Lutheran  Church  where  he  preached.  He  also  taught 
school  and  music.  In  1864  he  purchased  a  farm  southwest  of  Ogden 
where  he  built  a  house,  the  present  home  of  his  great  grandson, 
Wayne  Wagner,  and  moved  there  with  his  family.  A  short  time  later 
his  wife  died  and  he  took  his  children  back  to  Ohio  where  they  lived 
with  their  grandmother.  In  1867  he  married  Elizabeth  Grabach  and 
brought  his  1 7  year  old  bride  and  his  children  to  the  Ogden  farm.  Six 
children  were  born  to  them,  one  dying  in  infancy.  A  daughter.  Dr. 
Katherine  Loeffler  practiced  in  Minneapolis  and  Kansas  City  before 
returning  to  the  Ogden  area,  where  she  lived  until  her  death.  Another 
daughter,  Eda  Sadler,  spent  her  entire  life  in  Ogden.  Sons  George, 
John,  and  Gus  spent  most  of  their  early  adult  lives  in  St.  Louis  and 
Kansas  City  and  they  too,  returned  to  the  Ogden  area  in  later  life. 
Gus,  the  only  survivor,  is  presently  residing  in  Sarasota,  Florida. 

Albert  and  George  established  a  hardware  and  implement  store  in 
Ogden  which  they  operated  for  several  years.  In  this  store  they  sold 
some  of  the  earliest  bicycles,  reputedly  for  as  much  as  $250  each. 

When  Mr.  Loeffler  first  came  to  Illinois,  there  was  a  large  swamp 
between  Ogden  and  Urbana  which  didn't  dry  up  the  year  around  and 
four  horse  teams  were  needed  to  haul  grain  to  Urbana  and  to  return 
the  next  day  with  provisions. 

After  establishing  himself  on  the  Ogden  farm,  Mr.  Loeffier  was 
instrumental  in  bringing  two  younger  brothers,  Chris  and  George  to 
America  and  they  lived  with  him  part  of  the  time  until  they  married. 
Both  remained  in  the  community. 

Mr.  Loeffler  was  an  avid  chess  player  and  spent  many  hours 
playing  with  one  of  his  cronies,  Dr.  Harris,  the  local  physician,  often 
returning  after  supper  to  continue  an  afternoon  game.  Many  times  he 
would  return  home  after  a  late  game  and  find  all  the  family  in  bed, 
whereupon  he  would  wake  one  of  the  boys  to  take  care  of  his  horse. 
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The  family  wanted  to  be  nearer  Ogden,  possibly  to  make  chess  and 
visiting  easier  and  in  1883  they  purchased  80  acres  at  the  east  edge  of 
Ogden,  now  the  house  of  a  grandson,  Ralph  Sadler.  At  this  time  this 
80  acres  was  mostly  a  swamp  and  in  their  first  year  of  residence  here 
not  enough  was  raised  to  feed  their  horses  and  cow. 

Barney  Loeffler  was  somewhat  of  a  lawyer  in  his  early  days  in 
Ogden.  He  and  William  Brennan  cooperated  in  several  trials.  Bill 
reading  the  law  and  recommending  strategy  and  Barney  pleading  the 
case  in  court.  Bill  had  had  formal  law  training  but  Barney  had  none. 

Barney  Loeffler  died  in  Ogden  in  1928  just  a  few  days  before  his 
96th  birthday.  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  had  died  here  two  years  earlier. 

T.  F.  Berkley  was  for  a  number  of  years  the  leading  flour 
merchant  in  Ogden  just  as  his  father.  At  the  age  of  three  T.  F.  was 
hving  in  Charleston,  Illinois  and  his  father  became  a  friend  of  Abe 
Lincoln,  then  a  prominent  Illinois  lawyer,  and  he  met  him  often 
remaining  a  warm  and  staunch  admirer  of  Lincoln  both  personally  and 
in  politics.  T.  F.  was  the  youngest  of  5  sons.  He  married  Lydia  A. 
Howver  and  to  this  union  was  born  three  children,  Herbert,  Tina  M. 
and  Roy  F.  Herbert  Berkley  was  the  father  of  Irene  Mapes.  When  the 
railroad  was  built  the  mill  was  moved  to  Ogden  in  1898.  It  was  first 
run  by  a  steam  engine  and  later  by  gasoline  engine.  The  burrs  that 
ground  are  now  in  the  Historical  Museum  at  the  Lake  of  the  Woods, 
near  Champaign.  Farmers  for  miles  around  brought  their  grain  by 
wagon  load  to  be  ground  for  cattle,  chicken  and  corn  meal  for  family 
use.  After  the  death  of  Thomas,  his  son  Bert  ran  the  mill  until  the 
age  of  modernization  caused  it  to  close  its  doors.  The  Berkley  family 
were  natural  musicians  and  possessed  also  many  sociable  qualities.  A 
string  band  was  organized  and  T.  F.  was  one  of  the  viohnists,  and 
should  be  mentioned  as  one  of  the  old  time  fiddlers  of  Champaign 
County.  For  years  this  band  played  for  dances  all  over  the  country. 
They  also  entertained  many  communities.  The  dances  were  noted  for 
their  splendid  order  and  the  fine  class  of  people  who  patronized 
them.  T.  F.  Berkley,  blessed  with  a  spirit  of  sociabihty  and 
cheerfulness,  with  his  good  business  judgment  brought  him  a  more 
than  ordinary  place  of  esteem  and  success. 

J.  R.  Esworthy  began  almost  empty-handed  and  prospered.  Mr. 
Esworthy  was  born  in  Union  County,  Ohio.  He  was  the  second  of 
five  children.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  took  as  his  bride  Serena  Shoaf. 
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They  eventually  bouglit  178  acres,  but  had  no  improvements.  After 
improvements  the  farm  had  many  fruit  and  shade  trees  and 
commodious  buildings  anyone  would  be  proud  to  own.  Six  children 
were  born  to  the  Esworthy's,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
Remaining  were  James  E.,  Sarah  A.,  Lula  M.,  C.  D.,  and  Maude  M.  A 
son  James  engaged  in  farming  east  of  Ogden  on  part  of  his  fathers 
land.  He  married  Keturah  Johnson  and  their  seven  children  are:  Nora, 
John,  Glen,  Melvin,  Raymond,  Donald,  and  Burton.  Mr.  Esworthy 
has  been  one  of  the  noted  stock  raisers  in  eastern  Champaign 
County,  both  cattle  and  hogs.  His  hogs  topped  the  market  both  in 
price  and  quality.  The  finest  heifer  two-year-old,  shipped  from  the 
market  at  St.  Joe  was  raised  by  Esworthy.  For  nine  years  he  filled 
the  office  of  School  Director  and  was  always  a  stalwart  champion  of 
the  drainage  system  in  his  part  of  the  county.  Through  his  work  the 
first  ditch  was  constructed.  In  matters  of  politics  Mr.  Esworthy  lent 
his  support  to  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  Party.  He  lived  in 
close  touch  with  progressive  ideals. 

Jacob  Freese  came  to  Illinois  from  Licking  Co.  Ohio  in  1856  to 
Hillery.  They  moved  to  Catlin  and  raised  hogs  for  5  years  driving 
them  to  Chicago  afoot.  He  bought  360  acres  of  wild  land  at  Hope, 
improved  it  and  sold  it  to  Dr.  Van  Doren  of  Hope.  In  1890  he 
bought  a  farm  1  mile  east  of  Ogden  (where  John  Sadler  lives  now). 
Later  it  was  sold  to  the  Earwoods  and  they  moved  to  town.  This  was 
about  1905.  Jacob  bought  an  elevator  and  he  and  son,  Jay  ran  it 
until  Jay  became  a  funeral  director.  He  remained  in  this  work  for  35 
years.  His  two  sons,  William  of  St.  Joe  and  Woodruff  of  Rossville 
were  both  funeral  directors.  The  boys  went  to  school  in  Ogden. 

Leonard  Hiller  came  from  Germany  and  married  Alice  Meade. 
They  lived  on  the  farm  at  the  east  edge  of  Ogden  located  on  Rt.  150 
on  the  south  side  of  the  road.  They  bought  the  farm  about  1877. 
They  had  four  children,  three  girls  and  one  boy.  Wilham  J.  Hiller  had 
a  butcher  shop  in  Ogden  with  Bud  Nutterfield  purchasing  the 
livestock  to  supply  it.  They  had  pork,  beef,  canned  goods,  fresh 
vegetables  in  season,  but  mainly  meat.  Leonard  was  the  great 
grandfather  of  Jim  McMahon  and  William  the  grandfather.  William 
attended  school  in  Ogden  and  went  to  the  Christian  Church. 

Richard  Hayes  was  born  1829  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  He  came  to 
Ogden  vicinity  sometime  before   1854.  Richard  lived  just  north  of 
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Interstate  74  where  the  Fred  Bradleys  resided  before  the  house  was 
torn  down.  They  had  six  children,  one  of  which  was  Richard  P. 
Hayes.  He  married  Sarah  Truax  and  their  children  were  Lenore, 
Dulcie,  Lizzie,  Roy,  Hollis,  Esther,  and  Jimmy.  Five  of  the  seven 
children  attended  school  in  Ogden.  As  youngsters  they  belonged  to 
the  Methodist  Church.  Lizzie  taught  school  at  Clark,  Philo,  Ogden 
and  then  married  in  1921.  She  raised  a  family  and  then  went  back  to 
teaching  in  the  Royal  Community.  Dulcie  taught  in  1924-25  at 
Foosland,  25-26  at  Louisburg,  North  CaroUna.  She  came  back  in  26 
and  27  to  get  her  degree  at  the  U  of  L  Then  returned  to  Weaverville, 
North  Carolina  to  teach  until  three  schools  joined  forming  Brevard 
College.  These  were  all  Methodist  Schools.  She  was  there  till  1961. 
She  then  came  back  to  Ogden  and  resided  with  Lenore,  her  sister. 
Roy  farmed  for  awhile  and  then  worked  for  General  Motors  in 
Detroit  until  retirement.  Lenore  worked  in  Frank  Browns,  Henry 
Freemans,  and  Abe  Leavitts  Grocery  Stores.  She  worked  for 
Katharine  Lowman  in  Eastern  Star  Ceremonies  and  when  Lowmans 
moved  to  Ohio  she  went  into  the  Post  Office.  This  was  1940  as  clerk 
with  Grace  Hiller.  Hollis  died  at  an  early  age  and  Esther  and  Jimmy 
died  in  infancy.  Ralph  Baxter,  son  of  Lizzie  is  living  in  Ogden  at 
present. 

Isaac  Divan  when  a  small  boy  fought  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Union,  some  years  later  came  to  this  part  of  IlHnois,  built  a  home 
and  developed  a  farm,  and  enjoyed  this  home  in  Ogden  in  his 
retirement.  Mr.  Divan  was  born  in  Licking  County,  Ohio.  He  resumed 
responsibilities  at  an  early  age  upon  the  death  of  his  father.  At  the 
age  of  thirteen  he  became  a  member  of  Company  L  in  the  regiment 
of  the  United  States  Engineers.  After  five  months  of  active  duty  Mr. 
Divan  was  mustered  out  at  Nashville,  and  received  his  honorable 
discharge.  In  1878  Mr.  Divan  married  Anna  Rutledge.  They  located 
near  Burr  Oak  Grove  on  80  acres  of  land  at  $9.70  per  acre.  He  stayed 
here  7  years  and  then  moved  to  Ogden.  Three  children  were  born: 
Nellie,  Walter,  and  Stella.  The  daughter  Stella  married  Fernie  Clark,  a 
farmer  occupying  the  old  Divan  homestead.  They  had  two  children, 
Janice  and  Wrexford.  Nellie  married  Warner  Scott.  Their  one  child, 
Goldie,  married  Clyde  Harry  of  Ogden.  Nellie  went  to  Arizona  due  to 
her  health  but  she  contracted  pneumonia  and  died.  Her  daughter  was 
reared  and  educated  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Divan.  The  Divans  were 
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active  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  and  he  served  it  as 
steward   8   years.   He   was   Repubhcan  and  cast  his  first  vote  for 

General  Grant. 

Barney  Clancy  who  was  born  in  County  Cork,  Ireland,  and  Mary 
Bridget  Russell  born  in  Dublin,  Ireland  were  married  in  Mattoon, 
Illinois  August  18,  1867. 

They  settled  in  Ogden,  rearing  a  family  of  three  sons,  John,  James, 
Byron  and  four  daughters,  Anna,  Margaret,  Ella  (Mrs.  Mapes)  and 
Catherine. 

Barney  helped  build  the  railroads  in  this  section  of  the  country. 
He  lived  to  be  96  years  of  age. 

Rebecca  Jane  Richards  and  Thomas  Mapes  were  first  married  and 
to  the  union  was  born  a  son  William  Mapes. 

After  Thomas'  death,  Rebecca  married  William  Parris  on  June  22, 
1875. 

William  Mapes  and  Ella  Clancy  were  married  December  9,  1893. 
He  earned  his  living  as  a  carpenter.  The  first  Interurban  Station  was 
contracted  by  him  for  which  he  was  paid  $600.  That  price  included 
both  labor  and  material. 

William  and  Ella  were  parents  of  Lester  and  Chester  (twins)  born 
August  1,  1895,  as  well  as  Marie,  Margaret,  and  Paul. 

Peter  John  Wagner  was  for  many  years  identified  with  the  farming 
enterprises  of  Ogden  Township,  and  lived  in  a  home  and  on  a  farm 
that  were  evidence  of  his  hard  work  and  intelligent  care.  The  home 
was  on  the  interurban  line.  Mr.  Wagner  was  bom  at  Brownhelm  in 
Lorain  County,  Ohio.  He  was  one  of  three  sons,  and  lived  as  a  child 
with  his  family  in  a  German  Community  of  Lorain  County.  Peter 
John  was  named  for  two  great  apostles.  The  Wagners  were  active 
members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church.  After  Peter  John's 
education,  at  the  age  of  22  he  married  Anna  Caroline  Loeffler, 
daughter  of  George  B.  Loeffler.  Mr.  Loeffler  sent  the  couple  an 
invitation  to  come  to  Ogden  and  settle.  They  began  by  renting  40 
acres  of  land  from  Uncle  Chris  Loeffler.  The  next  year  Mr.  Wagner 
paid  $25  an  acre  for  eighty  acres  and  lived  on  that  place  a  number  of 
years.  Three  children  were  born  to  this  marriage;  Minnie,  Clara  and 
Albert,  the  last  dying  in  infancy.  The  mother  was  taken  away  by 
death,  and  Mr.  Wagner  was  left  with  his  little  children  but  with  the 
aid  of  his  mother  and  sister  who  came  from  Ohio  he  reared  them  and 
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kept  the  household  together.  Later  he  married  a  sister  of  his  first 
wife,  Ehzabeth.  Three  children  were  bom  to  this  union;  Edith, 
Charles,  and  John.  John  died  in  childhood.  He  gradually  accumulated 
land  until  his  estate  was  160  acres.  He  also  owned  another  farm  of  97 
1/2  acres,  where  he  built  a  fine  modern  home,  and  was  occupied  by 
his  son  Charles  who  married  Grace  Currie  and  had  five  children; 
Ralph,  Peter,  Merle,  Wayne  and  Katherine.  Mr.  Wagner  also  lost  his 
second  wife  by  death,  and  the  daughter  Minnie  died  at  the  age  of 
nineteen,  a  lovable  young  woman  who  had  gained  a  large  circle  of 
friends.  Mr.  Wagner's  daughter  Clara  married  John  Firebaugh,  and 
they  live  on  a  farm  at  Kell,  lUinois.  The  daughter  Edith  married 
Siegel  Yeazle.  For  his  third  wife  Mr.  Wagner  married  Minnie  Gregor, 
who  was  born  at  Urbana,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Rambo) 
Gregor.  There  were  also  three  children  of  this  marriage;  Roy,  Elmer, 
and  John.  Roy  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  Mr.  Wagner's  last  wife 
died  of  cancer.  Mr.  Wagner  helped  promote  the  drainage  system  in 
Champaign  County.  PoHtically  he  was  a  Democrat,  though  his  broad 
views  frequently  led  him  to  support  the  man  rather  than  the  party. 
He  was  affihated  with  the  Masonic  Order,  Knights  of  Pythias,  with 
the  Eastern  Star  and  Pythian  Sister. 

George  Zigler  Clark,  the  second  son,  and  William  G.  Clark,  the 
fourth  son  of  William  Clark  and  Mary  Catherine  Zigler  of  Harmony, 
Clark  County,  Ohio,  left  their  parental  home  for  the  wilderness  of 
the  prairie  state  of  Illinois.  Quoting  from  an  old  diary,  "All  the 
possessions  they  had  were  a  small  dandy  wagon  and  two  ponies 
worth  $30.00  apiece,  and  William  owed  for  one  of  them;  and  an  old 
cowhide  trunk  held  their  clothing  and  their  clothing  was  in 
proportion." 

George  Z.,  a  printer  in  Ogden,  was  united  in  Marriage  by  Judge  J. 
B.  Thomas  (with  the  widow  of  Ichabod  F.  Freeman)  Francis  Peters 
Freeman.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  I.  Peters.  Mrs. 
Freeman  according  to  the  Directory  of  Early  Settlers  compiled  by 
the  D.A.R.  Vol.  3,  Pt.  1,  page  107,  settled  with  her  first  husband,  Mr. 
Freeman,  on  Section  19,  Ogden  Township  November  15,  1838. 

George  Z.  and  Francis  Peters  Clark  had  two  sons,  Wallace  and 
Martin  Zigler  Clark.  Dying  October  25,  1862  at  the  age  of  50,  George 
left  his  wife  and  two  small  sons,  ages  4  and  6.  According  to  family 
tradition,  his  brother  William  G.  Clark,  who  lived  close  by,  gave 
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substantial  help  in  raising  these  two  boys. 

George  Zigler  Clark  was  buried  in  Old  Homer  Cemetery,  Homer, 
Illinois  and  Mrs.  Clark  at  Patterson  Cemetery,  St.  Joseph,  Illinois 
April  4,  1898. 

William  G.,  the  fourth  son  took  up  residence  in  a  small  cabin  he 
had  built  for  his  bride,  Juliet  Robinson  of  Ohio.  George  built  on  land 
adjacent  to  that  of  William  in  Section  19,  Ogden  Township  (one-half 
mile  north  of  the  former  location  of  the  Clark  School). 

The  William  G.  Clarks  began  their  life  in  a  new  country  without 
help,  only  as  they  dug  it  out  of  the  ground.  Sickness,  poverty  and 
hardships  of  all  kinds  were  met.  For  about  1 5  years  sickness  and  loss 
of  property  kept  him  in  straightened  conditions  financially.  The 
1 850  census  shows  WilUam's  land  holdings  at  $  1 ,825. 

It  is  apparent  that  property  eventually  was  "dug  out  of  the 
ground"  for  William  gave  each  of  his  nine  children  $1,600  in  land. 
His  daughter  Isabel  related  that  her  father  built  a  new  two-story 
house  when  she  was  nine  years  old  (1869),  presently  the  residence  of 
the  Daniel  Mills. 

He  was  a  man  of  Umited  education,  but  he  showed  a  willing 
perseverance   that  never  failed  through  the  years  of  adversity. 

That  he  was  a  kindly  man  is  proven  by  his  actions  in  raising 
children  not  his  own.  A  RepubUcan  politically,  he  was  a  man  who 
took  an  interest  in  community  enterprises.  He  lived  by  the  Golden 
Rule.  He  passed  away  May  9,  1907,  bringing  to  a  close  a  long  and 
useful  life  in  the  services  of  others. 

Isabel,  being  born  November  13,  1860,  the  tenth  of  the  family  of 
W.  C.  Clark  family,  married  John  A.  Gibson  in  1877.  Being  wheat 
time,  they  delayed  their  honeymoon  until  they  went  to  Kansas  by 
covered  wagon.  On  the  way  out  their  sign  read  "Kansas  or  bust"  and 
on  the  way  back  "Kansas  and  busted."  In  1964  three  of  their 
daughters,  Mertie  Krugli  of  Sidney,  Ethel  Mills  of  Urbana  and  Juanita 
Kuder  of  St.  Joseph  were  living  in  Illinois. 

Wallace  Clark,  the  oldest  son  of  George  and  Francis  Clark,  reared 
by  his  Uncle  William  G.  Clark,  was  a  man  no  ill  could  be  spoken  of. 
Kindly,  devoted  to  his  home,  honorable  in  all  his  dealings,  of 
unquestioned  integrity  he  won  an  enviable  place  in  the  estimation  of 
his  friends. 
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He  spent  his  long  life  in  the  Ogden  Community  where  he 
accumulated  a  substantial  competency  as  a  result  of  his  close 
application  to  business  and  good  management. 

In  his  early  manhood  he  spent  several  years  as  a  teacher  in  the 
schools  of  this  community.  He  attended  college  at  Valparaiso, 
Indiana,  and  the  University  of  Illinois. 

After  quitting  teaching  he  began  his  farming  career.  On  September 
5,  1878  he  united  in  marriage  with  Eliza  Ann  Thompson  of  near 
Tipton.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born,  Lorin  C.  Clark  who 
resided  southwest  of  Ogden  and  Ana  B.,  Mrs.  I.  L.  Youmans  of  St. 
Joseph,  Illinois. 

Thomas  Freeman  came  to  Illinois  with  his  parents,  James  and 
Rebecca  Ogden  Freeman  from  Ohio  in  1830.  He  was  four  years  old, 
and  was  one  of  ten  children.  The  other  brothers  and  sisters  were, 
Mary  (Mead),  Eleisure,  Edmond,  Andy,  Angeline,  James  and  Martha. 
The  family  settled  on  farm  land  in  Vermilion  County.  A  good  deal  of 
the  land  was  suitable  for  grazing  and  they  raised  sheep.  The  girls  of 
the  family  would  card  the  wool,  spin,  and  weave  or  knit  the  wool 
into  stockings,  and  other  wearing  apparel.  It  was  a  tradition  that  the 
girls  should  weave  themselves  a  coverlet  and  blankets  from  their  own 
wool  before  they  were  married. 

Thomas  married  Nancy  Rebman  of  Ohio,  and  they  moved  to  a 
farm  three  miles  southwest  of  Ogden  which  they  obtained  from  the 
U.S.  Land  Grant  Office  in  1849.  Later  they  obtained  another  forty 
acres.  The  first  home  on  this  land  was  a  small  frame  house.  In  1877, 
the  family  built  a  large  two  story  brick  home.  This  was  quite  an 
undertaking,  as  it  required  a  group  of  carpenters  and  bricklayers  to 
come  from  Danville  to  construct  it.  The  house  was  built  from  brick 
hauled  from  the  old  Homer  brickyard,  and  the  walls  were  made  16" 
thick. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  family  was  the  celebration  of  the 
Golden  Anniversary  of  Thomas  and  Nancy.  A  family  dinner  was 
served  on  tables  in  the  large  basement.  The  original  home  burned 
later,  with  it  the  family  spinning  wheels  and  looms. 

The  children  of  this  family  were;  Edmund  R.  (Lillie),  Mary 
Hixenbaugh  (Isaac),  John  T.  (Jennie),  and  James  J.  (Ella).  Nancy 
Freeman  passed  away  and  Thomas  later  married  Sarah  Jane.  Thomas 
lived  to  be  82  years  old. 
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The  oldest  son,  Edmund,  married  Lillie  Matthews  and  they  moved 
to  a  farm  southwest  of  Ogden.  They  were  the  parents  of  Charles  E., 
and  Nellie  P.  Charles  married  Anna  Johnson  and  moved  into  the 
home  after  his  parents  built  a  house  in  Ogden,  now  owned  by  Mrs. 
Jennie  Ramert.  They  were  the  parents  of  Ralph,  deceased,  Helen, 
Josephine  (Henderson)  and  Eleanor  (Hanafm). 

NelUe  P.  married  John  W.  Hiser,  who  has  come  to  Illinois  from 
Indiana.  In  a  few  years,  after  the  death  of  Thomas,  they  moved  to 
the  farm  and  continued  to  live  there  until  1944  when  they  retired  to 
St.  Joseph.  Chester  Hiser  married  Margaret  Alsip  and  continued  to 
farm  the  land. 

Nellie  and  John  became  the  parents  of  Purcella  (Tate),  deceased, 
Glenn,  Chester,  James  and  Bonita  (McMahon).  John  W.  Hiser  passed 
away  in  1945  and  Nellie  P.  Hiser  in  1966. 

Chester  Hiser  and  family,  a  great  grandson  of  Thomas  and  Nancy, 
purchased  the  original  land  and  lives  in  the  brick  home. 

James  Sperry,  a  well-known  contractor  and  builder  at  Ogden  is  a 
native  of  Champaign  County,  and  spent  his  active  career  to  good 
purpose  early  as  a  farmer  and  later  in  the  business  which  brought  him 
such  generous  success.  He  went  to  school  at  Blackberry  Schoolhouse. 
When  the  Sperry  family  came  to  Champaign  County  it  was  a  virgin 
prairie,  deer  roamed  about  over  the  country  and  wild  fowls  were  in 
such  abundance  as  at  times  to  darken  the  skies  in  their  flight.  James 
was  only  a  boy  when  his  father  died  and  he  had  to  assume  serious 
responsibilities.  He  began  farming  on  rented  land  and  lived  in 
bachelors  quarters  for  a  time.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  married 
Martha  Jane  Hayes.  After  three  years  farming  in  Vermilion  County 
they  moved  to  Ogden,  where  he  took  up  the  business  of  a  contractor 
and  builder.  The  family  consisted  of  four  children,  three  daughters 
and  one  son,  and  also  two  half  sisters.  The  brother  died  at  the  age  of 
eleven,  his  name  being  WilUam.  The  sisters  being  Harriet,  Elizabeth, 
Effie  B.  and  Maryetta.  One  daughter,  Delia,  was  born  August  28, 
1880  and  married  Cyrus  McPherren  July  13,  1905.  She  had  a 
daughter,  Beulah,  who  had  quite  a  collection  of  dolls,  one  of  which 
was  named  Eudoria.  Mrs.  McPherren  was  a  very  capable  business- 
woman and  was  general  manager  of  the  Ogden  Courier  and  for  seven 
years  was  assistant  postmaster.  To  get  back  to  the  Sperrys,  they  were 
active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  politics  he 
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was  a  Democrat,  a  man  of  broad  views,  and  in  local  affairs  supported 
the  man  rather  than  the  party.  He  served  8  years  as  police  magistrate 
and  for  12  years  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  was  a  member  of  the 
town  board.  While  giving  generously  of  his  time  and  means  to  every 
community  enterprise,  Mr.  Sperry  was  a  very  successful  businessman. 
Many  fine  country  homes  around  and  in  the  town  of  Ogden  stand  as 
monuments  to  his  industry.  Mr.  Sperry  erected  a  fine,  commodious 
residence  on  Leney  Street  in  the  north  end  of  Ogden  with  every 
modem  convenience,  including  acetylene  light.  Mr.  Sperry  was  also 
one  of  the  charter  members  of  Woodmen's  Lodge  of  Ogden. 

William  J.  Downing  is  one  of  the  men  of  strength  and  successful 
record  as  a  farmer  in  Ogden  Township,  and  his  name  has  also  been 
identified  with  that  locality  in  a  civic  way.  He  was  born  in  Ogden 
Township,  son  of  Alvin  and  Serene  (Hayden)  Downing.  He  was 
educated  in  Ogden  and  at  the  age  of  23  he  married  Miss  Cora 
Freeman,  daughter  of  Edmond  Freeman.  After  marriage  they  settled 
on  80  acres  in  Section  17  of  Ogden  Township,  a  place  belonging  to 
Edmond  Freeman.  This  was  developed  as  their  permanent  home. 
Four  children  were  born,  one  of  whom  died.  Those  remaining  were 
Chester,  Vema,  and  Virginia.  In  October,  1915,  Mrs.  Downing  died 
of  an  illness.  Mr.  Downing  kept  his  children  with  him  educating  them 
and  training  them.  Mr.  Downing  was  an  attendant  of  the  Christian 
Church  of  Ogden  and  his  wife  was  a  member  of  the  same.  He  was 
reared  a  Republican,  always  voted  that  ticket  and  was  identified  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  was  a  very  successful  farmer,  raising  oats, 
corn  and  wheat  and  gave  much  attention  to  livestock.  He  had  a  large 
circle  of  friends,  and  his  name  stood  high  among  the  men  of 
Champaign  County. 

Salem  L.  Ketterman  married  Miss  Mellie  E.  Utt.  They  located  at 
the  village  of  St.  Joseph,  where  he  engaged  in  the  drug  business  for 
several  years.  Later  he  took  up  the  business  of  house  decorating  and 
painting.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ketterman  had  one  daughter,  Blanche.  She 
completed  her  education  in  St.  Joseph  and  fitted  herself  for  school 
work,  teaching  in  this  county.  She  spent  six  years  in  the  Ogden  High 
School,  taught  the  Bowers  School  two  terms,  the  Hunt  School  two 
terms,  and  then  married  Arthur  E.  White.  Mr.  White  was  then 
proprietor  of  a  grain  business  at  Ogden  but  went  into  the  lumber 
business  in  St.  Joe.  They  had  two  children,  Pauline  and  Wendell. 
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William  H.  Thompson  of  Ogden  first  knew  Champaign  County  in 
the  years  just  before  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  when  most  of  this 
section  of  Illinois  was  a  country  of  swamp  and  prairie,  and  when  its 
magnificent  development  had  hardly  begun.  Mr.  Thompson's  individ- 
ual career  has  been  a  factor  in  the  improvement  and  development  of 
Champaign  County  farm  land,  and  out  of  that  work  he  acquired  a 
commendable  degree  of  prosperity  that  enabled  him  to  live  in 
comfort  and  plenty.  Mr.  Thompson  was  born  in  Pennsylvania.  He 
was  one  of  nine  children,  six  sons  and  three  daughters.  In  1859, 
when  Wilham  was  14,  the  family  came  to  Ilhnois.  At  the  age  of  21  he 
married  Valencia  Rice.  After  marriage  they  located  at  Burr  Oak 
Grove.  On  rented  land  they  began  to  carve  the  future  according  to 
their  desires  and  ability,  and  for  a  number  of  years  they  lived  on  a 
virgin  prairie  looking  out  over  a  scene  of  high  prairie  grass  alternating 
with  wet  sloughs.  Mr.  Thompson  by  his  first  marriage  became  the 
father  of  three  children.  The  daughter  Ora  Lee  died  at  10  months. 
The  other  two  were  Frank  E.  and  Stella.  Mr.  Thompson  eventually 
moved  to  Ogden  Township  and  bought  forty  acres  of  land  at  $42.50 
an  acre.  It  had  few  improvements  and  at  the  time  was  considered  a 
part  of  the  wooded  district  of  Champaign  County,  but  by  thorough 
drainage  it  is  now  high  and  dry  and  every  foot  of  the  ground  is 
susceptible  to  cultivation.  Mr.  Thompson  placed  many  farm  improve- 
ments, including  the  planting  of  fruit  and  shade  trees  and  the 
building  of  a  commodious  and  attractive  home  and  barns.  He  also 
owned  forty  acres  in  Vermilion  County.  In  October  Mr.  Thompson 
married  again  to  Lizzie  (Hayes)  Huckin.  Her  parents  were  from 
Ireland  and  made  their  way  to  Illinois  when  she  was  3  years  old.  At 
that  time  there  was  no  Ogden  and  the  entire  country  was  a  vista  of 
prairie  and  swamp.  Mrs.  Thompson  was  educated  at  Ogden  and  at  18 
married  Albert  Huckin.  One  child  of  that  union  was  William  Huckin. 
A  year  later  while  digging  a  well  on  his  farm,  a  bucket  fell  into  the 
excavation  and  injured  Albert  so  seriously  he  died.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thompson  were  born  six  children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters. 
Their  names  were  Milton  Winfield,  Esther  May,  Ida  Bell,  Grover 
Cleveland,  George  and  Herman.  Both  daughters  died  at  an  early  age. 
The  others  were  educated  at  Ogden.  Also  at  the  U  of  I.  Mrs. 
Thompson's  first  son,  William  Huckin,  graduated  from  Rush  Medical 
College  and  became  a  practicing  physician.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson's 
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oldest  son,  Milton,  is  a  graduate  of  the  U  of  I,  and  went  with  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Madison,  Wisconsin.  The  second  son, 
Grover  Cleveland,  was  a  successful  farmer  in  North  Dakota.  George 
Thompson,  a  farmer  in  Ogden  Township,  married  Lula  Goss.  The 
youngest  son  was  Herman.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  were  active 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Ogden  and  he  was 
honored  with  the  office  of  trustee  for  many  years  and  was  always 
among  the  most  liberal  supporters  of  the  church  and  of  any 
movement  for  the  benefit  of  the  community.  His  public  spirit  as  a 
citizen  caused  his  fellow  citizens  to  call  upon  him  as  school  director 
and  ditch  commissioner.  Mr.  Thompson  was  affiUated  with  the  Court 
of  Honor  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat.  As  Mr.  Thompson  drove  his  automobile  proudly  around 
the  countryside,  he  could  overlook  the  development  that  had  taken 
place  almost  under  his  eyes  and  almost  altogether  within  his  own 
generation. 

Henry  Cherry:  A  complete  picture  of  rural  efficiency  and  beauty 
was  furnished  in  the  Cherry  homestead  of  Ogden  Township.  Its 
proprietor  was  Mr.  Henry  Cherry,  who  in  his  early  years  did  not  find 
life  a  round  of  pleasure  and  luxury,  and  had  to  make  his  own  way  in 
the  world  by  hard  work  and  unceasing  efforts.  Mr.  Cherry  was  born 
in  Boone  County,  Indiana,  and  is  the  adopted  son  of  William  Cherry. 
That  family  were  pioneers  in  Indiana  and  at  an  early  day  came  to 
Ilhnois  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Ogden  Township.  Henry  received  his 
education  in  the  old  Brindle  District  School  of  Ogden  Township. 
When  27  he  married  Emma  R.  Smith.  They  located  on  eighty  acres 
of  land  in  Section  6  of  Ogden  Township.  Mr.  Cherry  had  worked 
industriously  as  a  farm  hand  for  a  number  of  years,  and  from  his 
careful  savings  was  able  to  buy  this  farm  at  $30  an  acre.  The  land  had 
no  improvements  and  their  first  home  was  a  small  two-room 
structure,  but  confident  of  the  future  and  with  a  determination  to 
better  their  lot  they  began  in  this  humble  environment  with 
complete  happiness  and  accord.  They  cleared  the  land,  planted  trees, 
and  erected  commodious  buildings.  Mr.  Cherry  was  a  natural 
mechanic  and  besides  cultivating  his  fields  erected  most  of  his 
buildings  and  did  the  work  painting  and  decoration.  His  estate  was 
built  up  to  205  acres.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cherry  became  the  parents  of 
three  children;  Mervyn,  Nellie,  Velma.  All  of  them  were  educated  in 
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the  Ogden  Township  Schools.  The  only  son  married  Grace  LaHue,  a 
native  of  Indiana.  A  new  dwelling  on  the  farm  was  erected  for  them 
and  Mervyn  became  a  practical  farmer  and  applied  his  knowledge  to 
the  successful  management  of  the  homestead.  Nellie  was  a  fine 
musician  both  by  nature  and  by  training.  She  was  also  an  artist.  Both 
daughters  were  accompHshed  musicians,  and  music  always  meant  a 
great  deal  in  the  Cherry  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cherry  were  active 
members  of  the  Prospect  Christian  Church,  and  by  their  means  and 
influence  did  much  to  advance  the  cause  of  this  institution  in  the 
community.  Mr.  Cherry  was  a  promoter  of  the  University  of  Olivet, 
IHinois,  and  gave  $1,000  towards  its  erection.  Politically  they  were 
ardent  supporters  of  the  prohibition  cause,  and  never  neglected  an 
opportunity  to  advance  the  day  when  prohibition  would  be  state 
wide  and  world  wide.  Mr.  Cherry's  efforts  met  with  deserved  success, 
and  it  should  be  mentioned  also  that  through  all  the  years  he  had  a 
good  wife  to  stand  side  by  side  with  him  and  share  in  these 
achievements.  Mrs.  Cherry  when  she  began  housekeeping  had  among 
other  articles  of  furniture  a  modest  little  dresser  made  of  a  dry  goods 
box  with  a  caHco  curtain  in  front.  She  took  as  much  pride  in  this 
homemade  piece  of  furnishing  as  in  any  more  substantial  and  costlier 
article  which  has  since  entered  her  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cherry 
planted  a  number  of  walnut  trees  on  the  north  and  west  of  their 
house,  and  these,  to  the  number  of  about  250,  grew  so  as  to 
constitute  a  beautiful  grove  that  was  one  of  the  many  attractive 
features  of  the  Cherry  farm.  Mr.  Cherry  was  a  very  fine  stock  farmer, 
handled  Holstein,  Jersey  and  Guernsey  cows  of  thoroughbred  strain, 
had  a  few  Shropshire  sheep  and  kept  an  abundance  of  poultry.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  was  a  successful  bee  man.  They  had  a  very  fine 
five-passenger  automobile  which  was  one  of  the  evidences  of  family 
prosperity,  of  their  willingness  and  readiness  to  enjoy  life  as  they 
went  along. 

EUas  Freeman,  for  sixty  years  a  resident  of  Champaign  County, 
was  one  of  the  citizens  whose  name  and  a  brief  record  of  whose 
career  should  be  permanently  recorded.  He  represents  a  family  which 
had  its  start  in  the  early  development  of  the  county,  and  his  own  life 
of  substantial  industry  brought  a  generous  reward  in  material 
circumstances  and  civic  honor.  Mr.  Freeman  was  born  in  what  is  now 
Ogden  Township  of  Champaign  County,  June  22,  1857,  a  son  of 
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Edmund  and  Jemimah  (Rush)  Freeman.  His  parents,  natives  of  Ohio, 
came  to  Illinois  at  an  early  date.  James  Freeman,  the  grandfather  of 
Elias,  came  to  this  state  when  Edmund  was  two  years  of  age.  At  that 
time  there  was  not  a  house  between  Salt  Fork  and  Burr  Oak.  It  was 
all  one  stretch  of  raw  prairie.  The  Freeman  family  settled  at  Salt 
Fork  and  some  of  the  good  land  in  that  section  was  developed 
through  their  energies  and  purposeful  activities.  Edmund  Freeman 
had  a  family  of  eleven  children,  Elias  being  the  third  in  age.  The 
latter  attended  the  local  district  schools  with  his  brothers  and  sisters, 
grew  up  as  a  farmer  on  the  home  farm,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-five, 
in  1883,  married  Miss  Jennie  Fisher,  Mrs.  Freeman  was  born  in 
Randolph  County,  Indiana.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Freeman  located  on  150  acres  belonging  to  his  father  four  miles 
northwest  of  the  town  of  Ogden.  He  capably  managed  this  place  for 
seven  years,  and  while  there  he  laid  the  foundation  of  his  permanent 
prosperity.  On  leaving  his  father's  land,  he  moved  to  a  farm  of  Mrs. 
Freemans  farther  south  of  Ogden,  and  here  he  continued  his 
agricultural  operations  for  ten  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
bought  a  farm  of  his  own  of  165  acres  south  of  the  village  of  Ogden 
and  that  he  made  his  permanent  home.  The  land  had  few 
improvements  when  he  bought  it,  but  it  was  a  splendid  farm,  with 
good  buildings,  with  plenty  of  fruit  trees  and  shade  trees,  and  its 
value  as  a  farm  and  a  residence  was  greatly  enhanced  by  its  position 
on  the  interurban  railway.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Freeman  had  two  children, 
one  son  and  one  daughter,  E.  E.  Freeman  and  Ella  May.  The  son  was 
proprietor  of  a  large  business  as  a  hardware  and  furniture  merchant 
at  Fithian,  Illinois.  He  married  Hattie  Yeoman  and  had  a  son,  Carl 
Richard.  The  daughter,  Ella  May  became  the  wife  of  Frank  Fenters, 
and  they  lived  next  door  to  her  parents  in  Ogden.  Mr.  Fenters  was  a 
buyer  for  the  Zom  Grain  Company  at  that  time.  They  had  one  child, 
Ralph  Freeman  Fenters.  In  1910  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Freeman  left  the  farm 
and  moved  to  Ogden  buying  a  pleasant  and  attractive  home,  which 
they  kept  in  excellent  condition. 

William  Morrison  had  a  beautiful  farm  along  the  interurban  as  it 
passed  through  Ogden.  Mr.  Morrison  was  born  in  New  York  in  1851. 
When  ten  he  was  left  an  orphan  and  somewhat  later  a  man  named 
George  H.  Allen  became  interested  in  him  and  brought  him  to 
IlUnois,  and  he  soon  found  a  home  in  the  family  of  Eleazer  Freeman, 
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with  whom  he  was  a  bound  boy  and  with  whom  he  remained  12 
years.  He  was  limited  in  obtaining  an  education  to  three  months  a 
year.  He  had  to  work  early  and  late,  herding  and  feeding  cattle, 
plowing  in  the  fields,  and  only  now  and  then  came  a  few  weeks  when 
he  could  attend  school.  Thus  as  a  boy  he  became  disciplined  in  hard 
work,  and  he  found  it  no  special  hardship  when  he  went  to  earning 
his  own  way  as  a  farm  hand  and  worked  in  the  fields  from  four 
o'clock  in  the  morning  until  nine  o'clock  at  night.  His  industry  and 
good  character  commended  him  to  the  attention  of  Miss  Callie 
Swearingen,  and  on  January  24,  1878,  they  were  married.  She  was  a 
native  of  St.  Joe  Township,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
Swearingen.  Their  married  life  was  brief,  since  Mrs.  Morrison  passed 
away  July  1 1,  1880.  They  had  lived  on  the  Swearingen  farm  in  the 
meantime.  Subsequently  Mr.  Morrison  married  Lizetta  Hixenbaugh. 
In  1885  he  had  purchased  98  1/2  acres  in  Section  8  of  Ogden 
Township.  The  land  had  few  improvements  but  he  went  in  debt  to 
buy  it  and  took  several  years  to  pay  it  out.  In  the  meantime  he 
drained  the  land,  cut  out  trees,  built  a  commodious  home  and  thus 
his  personal  efforts  and  management  were  responsible  for  this 
attractive  bit  of  landscape  that  was  viewed  from  the  windows  of  the 
interurban  cars  as  it  went  by.  Mr.  Morrison  had  two  children,  Charles 
Jr.  and  Cora  E.  They  were  educated  in  the  Ogden  Schools.  Charles 
went  to  work  for  the  city  street  railway  system  at  Champaign.  In 
poUtics  Mr.  Morrison  always  staunchly  supported  the  principles  and 
candidates  of  the  Republican  Party.  His  achievements  and  position  in 
the  county  meant  a  great  deal.  Beginning  life  a  poor  orphan  boy,  he 
found  success  by  strict  application  to  industry  and  honorable 
principles.  He  reared  the  children  to  honor  the  same  principles  which 
have  been  his  own  guide  in  life.  He  enjoyed  a  pleasant  home  with  his 
capable  daughter,  Cora,  acting  as  his  housekeeper.  Mr.  Morrison  was 
hospitable,  a  kind  neighbor,  and  out  of  his  experience  always  had  a 
deep  sympathy  for  the  friendless  and  oppressed. 

Charles  D.  Thompson  was  a  resident  of  Ogden  for  many  years,  and 
enjoyed  a  substantial  position  in  that  community  because  of  his 
record  as  a  good  citizen  and  his  honest  workmanship  as  a  painter  and 
paper  hanger.  Mr.  Thompson  was  born  in  1853  in  Leesburg,  Indiana. 
He  attended  school  in  Ohio  and  finished  in  Sidney,  Illinois.  He  grew 
to  manhood  near  Homer  and  in  1881,  at  the  age  of  28  married  Miss 
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Frances  Sweet.  Mrs.  Thompson  was  a  school  teacher  and  her  first 
school  was  Burr  Oak,  five  miles  north  of  Ogden.  After  their  marriage, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  located  in  Ogden  Township,  near  the  village 
of  Royal.  They  engaged  in  farming  on  rented  land  and  went  through 
a  number  of  years  in  which  thrift  and  economy  were  the  prime 
necessities  of  existence.  For  12  years  they  continued  farming  and 
then  came  to  the  village  of  Ogden  where  they  have  had  a  pleasant 
home  in  the  north  end  of  town.  Mr.  Thompson's  services  as  a  paper 
hanger  and  decorator  were  in  great  demand.  He  and  his  wife  attended 
the  New  Light  Christian  Church,  known  as  the  Prospect  Church,  a 
center  of  religious  enlightment  which  stood  as  a  means  and 
instrument  of  good  in  this  community  for  many  years.  In  politics 
both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  gave  their  support  to  the  Republican 
ticket,  but  chiefly  to  the  man  of  principle  and  thorough  fitness  for 
the  office  in  question.  They  were  pronounced  advocates  of  prohibi- 
tion and  temperance.  Mr.  Thompson  made  a  success  in  life  and 
through  all  the  years  had  the  aid  and  counsel  of  a  good  wife  and  a 
thorough  home  maker.  When  Mr.  Thompson  moved  out  onto  the 
prairie  in  1869  there  was  no  town  of  Ogden  and  no  railroad,  and 
only  five  houses  in  sight.  All  around  was  waving  prairie  grass  and  wet 
sloughs.  He  could  recall  that  in  summer  the  stock  suffered  grievously 
from  the  horse  flies.  Many  times  when  the  women  would  drive  to 
Rantoul  to  market,  while  the  husbands  remained  at  home  working  in 
the  fields,  the  flies  would  attack  the  horses  and  in  their  suffering 
they  would  he  down  and  roll  over  to  get  rid  of  the  pests.  The  women 
would  then  have  to  get  down  and  get  the  team  out  of  the  tangle  and 
it  might  be  necessary  to  repeat  this  performance  several  times  before 
reaching  Rantoul.  Mr.  Thompson's  experiences  go  back  to  a  time 
when  the  nearest  post  office  was  at  Urbana  and  he  appreciated  the 
great  contrast  when  the  mail  was  delivered  to  the  doorstep.  When 
Mrs.  Thompson  was  a  small  school  girl  in  this  county,  the  teacher 
one  day  announced  that  school  would  be  dismissed  in  order  that  the 
children  might  see  the  first  train  go  by  on  the  tracks  of  the  I.  B.  &  W. 
Railway.  Mrs.  Thompson  and  the  other  children  climbed  a  plank 
fence  in  order  to  witness  a  spectacle  the  memory  of  which  was  never 
erased  from  her  mind.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Thompson  was  a  Woodman 
and  Odd  Fellow  and  Mrs.  Thompson  was  affiliated  with  the  Royal 
Neighbors  and  the  Daughters  of  Rebekah. 
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Herman  H.  Behrens  was  a  resident  of  Champaign  County  for  many 
years.  During  all  that  time  his  home  was  in  Section  18  of  Ogden 
Township.  In  his  immediate  community  he  witnessed  changes  and 
developments  that  would  have  been  regarded  as  impossible  in  such  a 
short  time  when  he  was  a  boy.  He  came  to  Champaign  County  in 
1873.  Forty-eight  acres  was  bought  in  Section  18  of  Ogden 
Township.  For  that  raw  land  his  father  paid  $18  an  acre.  The 
children  attended  school  at  Pleasant  Valley.  Herman  was  16  years  old 
when  he  came  to  Champaign  County,  and  he  remained  at  home  for 
ten  years.  At  26  he  married  Ehza  Park.  They  located  on  his  fathers 
homestead  in  Section  18  and  that  has  been  continuously  their  home 
ever  since.  The  farm  increased  until  it  was  334  acres.  There  were  five 
children;  John  H.,  Anna,  Tina,  Harm,  and  Catherine.  These  children 
were  educated  in  Pleasant  Valley  School.  They  were  also  students  in 
the  German  Parochial  School  and  were  taught  the  religious  faith  of 
their  ancestors.  The  son.  Harm,  fitted  himself  for  pedagogical  work 
and  as  a  successful  teacher  of  Champaign  County  taught  in  the 
Morning  Star  School  and  also  had  the  honor  of  being  employed  by 
the  board  of  the  home  district,  the  Pleasant  Valley.  The  son,  John  H. 
Behrens,  lived  on  land  owned  by  his  father  and  by  his  marriage  to 
Anna  Buhr  has  two  children,  Herman  and  John.  The  daughter  Anna 
Behrens  became  the  wife  of  John  Osterbur,  an  Ogden  Township 
farmer,  their  children  being  Lizzie,  Thea,  Catherine,  Herman,  Anna, 
and  Helen.  Tina  Behrens  married  Henry  Osterbur,  who  identified 
with  farming.  Their  two  children  were  named  Louisa  and  Frank.  The 
son.  Harm,  lived  at  the  old  homestead  and  managed  his  fathers  farm. 
He  married  Nancy  Loschen.  Catherine  Behrens  is  the  wife  of  George 
Frerichs,  an  Ogden  Township  farmer.  Their  two  children  were 
Eleanor  and  John.  In  1898  Mrs.  Behrens  passed  away  and  Harm  and 
his  wife  cared  for  Mr.  Behrens  thereafter.  The  public  spirit  of  Mr. 
Behrens  was  always  a  strong  point  in  his  favor.  He  was  elected  and 
served  20  years  as  school  director,  9  years  as  road  commissioner  and 
8  years  as  drainage  commissioner.  Judge  Roth  appointed  him 
drainage  commissioner.  The  drainage  system  of  Ogden  Township  was 
greatly  advanced  by  Mr.  Behren's  work  as  a  commissioner  and  he  is 
one  of  the  men  who  can  appreciate  the  value  of  this  improvement. 
The  Behrens  home  was  surrounded  by  a  vista  of  slough  grass,  prairie 
grass  and  in  the  summer  season,  life  was  made  almost  unbearable  for 
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human  being  and  animals  by  the  presence  of  the  green-headed  flies 
and  mosquitoes  which  propagated  and  flourished  in  the  undrained 
district.  Thus  the  drainage  system  has  not  only  contributed  to  the 
welfare  of  all  the  people  living  therein  but  has  made  the  land  more 
profitable  for  cultivation  and  has  added  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars  to  the  value  of  Champaign  County.  Mr.  Behrens  was  one  of 
the  directors  of  the  Farmers  Grain  Elevator  at  Royal.  In  politics  he 
voted  as  a  Republican  and  altogether  was  a  man  of  admirable 
integrity  of  character,  never  made  a  promise  that  he  could  not  fulfill 
and  reared  a  family  who  did  credit  to  him. 

James  W.  Harper,  who  lived  when  retired  in  a  beautiful  semi- 
country  home  at  the  village  of  Ogden,  was  a  factor  in  this  section  of 
Champaign  County  for  many  years.  His  associates  spoke  of  Mr. 
Harper  as  a  man,  meaning  thereby  not  only  his  physical  strength,  but 
strength  of  determination,  of  purposeful  conduct,  and  of  notable 
pubhc  spirit  displayed  in  his  efforts  to  advance  wherever  possible  the 
welfare  of  the  community.  Mr.  Harper  was  bom  at  Dana  in  Indiana, 
in  August,  the  son  of  John  and  Amanda  (Dikes)  Harper.  John  Harper 
and  his  wife  had  four  children,  one  son  and  three  daughters.  The 
family  moved  to  Vermihon  County,  Ilhnois  and  still  later  to 
Champaign  County  settling  in  Ogden  Township.  John  Harper  was 
one  of  the  most  successful  men  of  Champaign  County  and  much  of 
his  ability  was  inherited  by  his  only  son,  James.  He  was  quick, 
intelligent  and  industrious,  and  had  the  faculty  of  using  his  means  for 
redoubled  profit  and  advantage.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned 
an  estate  of  800  acres.  The  Harper  children  all  attended  the  district 
school  known  as  the  Hope  School.  James  W.  Harper  was  educated 
there,  and  as  he  grew  up  he  learned  farming  from  his  father  and 
emulated  his  skill  and  competence  as  a  business  manager.  Mr.  Harper 
married  Miss  Mary  E.  Canady.  She  was  born  in  Ogden  Township, 
daughter  of  Asbury  and  Drusilla  (Divan)  Canady.  The  Canadys  were 
prominent  pioneers  of  Champaign  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
Harper  after  their  marriage  spent  one  year  at  Hope,  where  Mr.  Harper 
rented  his  fathers  farm.  They  moved  3  miles  north  of  the  village  of 
Ogden  to  160  acres,  which  had  been  given  Mrs.  Harper  by  her  father. 
Here  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harper  made  their  permanent  home  for  many 
years,  and  carried  forward  their  plans  for  improvement  and  home- 
making.  They  erected  a  comfortable  house  and  barns,  and  set  out 
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many  trees,  both  shade  and  fruit.  Mr.  Harper  gave  Champaign 
County  its  largest  grove  of  Catalpa  trees.  He  set  out  2,500  of  them. 
They  furnished  a  splendid  windbreak.  To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harper  were  born  three  sons;  Arlie  C,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eight  months;  Chester  C.  and  Merle.  The  latter  two  were  educated  in 
the  district  school  known  as  Prospect  School,  while  Chester 
subsequently  graduated  from  both  St.  Joe  and  Urbana  Higli  Schools 
and  completed  his  education  in  the  U  of  I.  He  married  Mabel 
Hubbard  of  Vermilion  County  and  two  days  later  volunteered  his 
services  as  a  soldier  in  the  American  National  Army.  After  a  brief 
period  of  training  he  was  released  and  returned  home.  At  that  time 
the  youngest  son,  Merle,  was  still  in  school  in  Ogden.  In  1915  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harper  decided  to  leave  the  farm  and  move  to  Ogden  where 
they  bought  a  beautiful  modern  home  on  the  edge  of  Ogden.  They 
had  nine  acres  surrounding  their  home  so  they  could  pursue  a  garden 
on  a  small  scale  and  at  the  same  time  have  the  advantages  of  the 
town.  All  this  time  Mr.  Harper  had  manifested  a  commendable  public 
spirit  and  had  filled  the  offices  of  school  director  and  school  trustee 
and  had  worked  for  the  advantage  of  everything  that  concerns  his 
community.  He  and  his  wife  were  active  members  of  the  Prospect 
Christian  Church,  and  in  politics  he  was  a  Republican.  He  always 
voted  the  Repubhcan  ticket  and  had  found  that  party  the  most 
capable  of  satisfying  his  views  on  public  questions.  Fraternally  he 
was  affihated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

Isaac  Hixenbaugh  was  an  old  time  resident  of  Champaign  County, 
was  for  many  years  identified  not  only  with  farming  but  also  the 
civic  affairs  of  Ogden  Township  and  enjoyed  the  comforts  of 
material  prosperity  and  the  rewards  of  his  earher  strenuous  efforts  in 
a  pleasant  home  at  Homer.  Mr.  Hixenbaugh  was  born  near  West 
Warren  in  Marion  County,  West  Virginia,  son  of  Isaac  and  Martha 
(Ogden)  Hixenbaugh.  His  mothers  brother,  John  Ogden,  was  the  man 
after  whom  Ogden  Town  and  Ogden  Township  was  named.  Isaac 
Hixenbaugh  was  one  of  eight  children,  next  to  the  youngest.  He  grew 
up  and  received  his  education  in  a  backwood  district  of  West 
Virginia,  where  he  attended  a  log  school  conducted  on  the 
subscription  plan.  He  sat  on  a  rough  board  bench  without  a  back, 
learned  the  lessons  of  the  few  text  books,  chiefly  arithmetic,  speller 
and   reader,   and   had  limited  comforts  and  conveniences  both  in 


Compliments  of 
Collin's  Grocery 
Royal,  Illinois  8  1 


school  and  at  home.  When  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  parents 
moved  to  Green  County,  Pennsylvania,  locating  17  miles  west  of 
Waynesburg.  After  three  years  they  moved  to  Morrow  County,  Ohio, 
settling  half  a  mile  south  of  Sparta  on  a  farm.  Isaac  Hixenbaugh  was 
in  Morrow,  Ohio  four  years,  and  in  1868,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two, 
came  to  Illinois  spending  one  year  a  mile  east  of  Mount  Vernon, 
Ohio.  In  1869,  he  married  Miss  Mary  M.  Freeman.  Mrs.  Hixenbaugh 
was  born  in  Homer  Township,  daughter  of  Thomas  Freeman.  After 
marriage  the  Hixenbaughs  located  three-quarters  of  a  mile  north  of 
where  the  town  of  Ogden  now  stands.  At  that  time  there  was  no 
Ogden,  no  railroad,  and  everything  was  new  and  primitive.  Mr. 
Hixenbaugh  paid  $10.50  per  acre  for  a  tract  of  forty  acres.  Three 
years  later  he  moved  three  and  a  half  miles  southwest  of  Ogden  and 
bought  fifty-one  acres,  which  was  one  of  the  first  improved  farms  in 
that  section  of  the  county.  He  paid  $42.50  an  acre  for  the  land  and 
forthwith  began  the  task  of  making  a  permanent  home  there.  His 
industry  was  rewarded  and  he  became  able  to  buy  other  land  until  he 
acquired  236  acres.  Mrs.  Hixenbaugh  also  inherited  170  acres.  Mr. 
Hixenbaugh  built  two  good  barns,  a  commodious  house,  surrounded 
the  home  with  fruit  and  shade  trees,  and  in  that  pleasant  environ- 
ment his  children  grew  up.  Instead  of  buying  more  land  for  himself, 
he  wisely  assisted  his  children  in  acquiring  their  homes.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hixenbaugh  had  six  children;  Louie  Margaret,  Newton,  Clara,  Grace, 
Thomas,  and  Ava.  Grace  and  Thomas  died  in  infancy  and  Clara  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-two.  The  children  were  educated  in  the  Clark 
School  District  No.  I.  The  daughter,  Louie  M.  married  Thomas  W. 
Richards,  a  retired  farmer  at  Homer,  and  they  had  two  children, 
Amanda  and  Bessie.  Amanda  became  the  wife  of  Frederick  Umben- 
hour  and  had  two  children,  Dorothy  and  Edward,  while  Bessie 
became  the  wife  of  Thuri  Schaumburg,  and  had  one  child,  Earl 
Richards.  Newton  Hixenbaugh  first  married  Eva  Curry,  who  was 
burned  to  death  thirty  days  after  her  wedding,  and  he  subsequently 
married  Mattie  Nonemaker  and  by  that  union  had  two  children, 
Dolly  and  Maud.  Ava  Hixenbaugh  was  the  wife  of  Charles  Boyd,  a 
farmer  living  on  the  old  Hixenbaugh  homestead.  In  the  summer  of 
1917  a  part  of  the  cyclone  which  did  such  devastation  in  central 
Illinois,  tore  the  Boyd  home  to  pieces.  Mrs.  Boyd  was  asleep  in  the 
house,  while  her  little  daughter,  four  years  old,  was  playing  outdoors. 
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The  daughter  ran  into  the  house  and  wakened  her  mother  just  in 
time  for  them  to  escape  into  the  cellar.  The  brick  chimney  tumbled 
down  a  total  ruin  striking  the  bed  where  Mrs.  Boyd  had  been  lying. 
Fortunately  the  floor  fell  with  one  edge  resting  on  the  bank  cellar, 
and  thus  the  mother  and  daughter  were  protected  from  harm.  On 
April  8,  1914,  the  good  wife  and  mother,  Mrs.  Hixenbaugh,  passed 
away,  after  having  reared  her  children  and  with  their  benedictions 
and  the  kindly  memories  of  many  friends  following  her.  In  August, 
1914,  Mr.  Hixenbaugh  married  Mrs.  Priscilla  E.  Richards.  Her  first 
husband  was  R.  H.  Trout,  and  before  her  marriage  to  Mr. 
Hixenbaugh  she  was  the  widow  of  Cyrus  Richards.  By  her  first 
marriage  she  had  children  named  Charles,  Boyd,  Grace,  Boyce  and 
Lacy  Trout.  Charles  Trout  is  a  physician  practicing  in  Missouri  and 
by  his  marriage  to  Miss  Lottie  Maynard  had  two  daughters,  Themla 
and  Evelyn.  Boyd  Trout  is  a  farmer  near  Fairmount,  Indiana  and 
married  Grace  Bowers,  their  two  children  being  Cecil  and  Irene. 
Grace  Trout  is  the  wife  of  William  Jones  of  Shreveport,  Louisiana 
and  has  two  children,  Eugene  and  Meredith.  Boyce  Trout  is  a  barber 
at  Muncie,  Indiana,  and  married  Gladys  Hamilton,  their  four  children 
being  Mary,  Oma,  Virgil,  and  Carl.  Lacy  Trout  resides  near  Mathews, 
Indiana,  married  Quincy  Tapman,  and  has  two  children,  Evelyn  and 
Paul.  In  addition  to  rearing  their  own  children,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hixenbaugh  had  in  their  home  his  granddaughter,  Bessie  Peters,  who 
became  Mrs.  Wakefield  of  Homer.  Mr.  Hixenbaugh  is  one  of  the  men 
who  has  lived  to  see  the  low  ground  drained,  the  prairies  cultivated 
and  Champaign  County  blossom  like  a  rose.  In  the  early  days  of  low 
prices  he  sold  com  at  16  cents  a  bushel,  oats  at  1 1  cents,  and  hogs  at 
2  1/2  cents  a  pound.  He  had  his  share  of  the  trials  and  adversities  of 
pioneer  days.  He  has  not  gone  through  life  without  giving  his  share  to 
the  public  welfare.  He  served  as  school  director  seven  years  and  was 
the  first  assessor  to  be  elected  in  Ogden  Township  and  also  assisted  in 
making  the  first  poll  book  of  that  township.  He  and  his  wife  were 
attendants  at  the  Christian  Church  in  Ogden  and  in  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat.  In  August,  1917,  Mr.  Hixenbaugh  left  his  farm  and 
bought  a  comfortable  residence  at  Homer.  He  was  surprised  to  find 
he  could  be  content  living  in  town. 

L.  W.  Baird  was  long  a  fixture  in  the  business  affairs  of  the  town 
of  Ogden  as  a  lumber  merchant,  and  retired  in  that  quiet  village. 
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surrounded  with  all  the  comforts  and  conveniences  that  a  life  of 
industry  and  honor  had  brought  him.  In  1868  he  married  Lucinda 
Gland,  daughter  of  WilHam  and  Nancy  Gland.  After  marriage  they 
located    near  Bloomington,   Illinois  where   they   were   engaged   in 
farming.  They  were  getting  on  very  well  when  death  took  Mrs.  Baird. 
Four  children  were  born  to  their  union;  Olive  N.,  Charles  Lossen, 
Minnie,   and   Fred.   These  children  were  educated  chiefly  in  high 
school  in   Ogden.  Olive  N.  married  Mrs.  Wampler  and  had  three 
children;  Lee,  Oscar  and  Essie.  Minnie  died  the  wife  of  Benjamin 
Ladieu,  leaving  two  daughters,  Laura  and  Lillian.  Fred  Baird  married 
Miss  Kirk,  had  three  children;  Addison  L.,  Cecil,  and  Nellie,  and  lived 
at  Woodard,  Oklahoma.  In   1880,  Mr.  Baird  married  Mrs.  Harriet 
(Wilson)  Bowman,  widow  of  Captain  Isaac  L.  Bowman.  She  had  one 
son,  Ralph  Waldo,  by  her  first  marriage.  He  was  a  student  of  law  and 
became  a  practicing  lawyer.  The  new  Mrs.  Baird's  family  were  quite 
close  neighbors  to  General  Grants  family  and  the  Grant  and  Wilson 
children  played  together  and  attended  the  same  school.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Baird  were  continuous  residents  of  Ogden  for  many  years.  He  retired 
in    1909.  They  were  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Ogden.  In  politics  he  supported  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  Party  and  always  cast  his  vote  for  an  organization  which 
he  felt  has  been  the  source  of  the  best  laws  and  policies  of  this 
nation.  Fraternally  Mr.  Baird  was  affiliated  with  Masonry,  being  a 
Knight  Templar   of  the  Urbana  Commandery,  and  also  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Mrs.  Baird 
was  a  member  of  the  Eastern  Star  and  the  Pythian  Sisters.  In  public 
affairs,  Mr.  Baird  served  as  tax  collector  thirteen  years  and  also  filled 
the  offices  of  assessor  and  school  director.  His  own  work  was  a  factor 
in  the  development  of  Champaign  County,  and  his  early  memories  go 
back  to  a  time  when  this  country  was  little  more  than  bare  prairie 
and  swamp.   He   lived   a  life  of  industry,  reared  his  children  for 
positions  in  which  integrity  of  character  and  loyal  citizenship  count, 
and    identified    himself  with  every   progressive   movement  in   the 
community.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baird  enjoyed  a  very  pleasant  home  at 
Ogden,  close  by  the  interurban  Une. 

Zephaniah  D.  Alsip  was  born  in  1855  near  Kenny,  Illinois,  the 
youngest  of  a  large  family.  His  ancestors  came  to  this  country  from 
Ireland  during  the  potato  famine.  He  came  to  the  Ogden  Community 
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as  a  young  man.  He  was  married  to  Eliza  Ellen  Woodrum  in  1874. 
Eliza  was  the  daughter  of  Louis  Woodrum,  a  schoolteacher.  Louis 
was  killed  in  the  Civil  War  and  Eliza's  mother  remarried.  They  lived 
on  a  farm  northeast  of  Ogden  now  occupied  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Thompson.  Eliza  as  a  girl,  herded  sheep  and  cows  all  over  the  Ogden 
Community,  following  paths  through  the  prairie  grass  possibly  laid 
out  by  the  Indians.  She  spoke  of  an  ecHpse  of  the  sun,  causing 
chickens  to  go  to  roost  and  her  to  go  home  with  her  animals.  Times 
were  hard  and  she  told  of  living  on  custard  and  blackberries, 
probably  due  to  the  fact  milk  and  eggs  were  plentiful  and  the 
blackberries  she  picked  as  she  herded  sheep. 

Eliza's  mother  received  some  money  from  the  government  for  her 
first  husband.  This  she  saved  for  Eliza  and  Mary,  his  two  children.  It 
was  this  money  that  purchased  the  land  bought  by  Eliza  and  Zeph 
after  they  were  married.  This  farm  is  located  one  mile  north  and  1/2 
mile  west  of  Ogden  now  occupied  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  E.  Nosier.  The 
original  house  on  the  farm  was  sold  and  moved  to  Ogden.  Mrs.  Dovie 
Anderson  now  lives  in  this  house.  Zeph  built  a  large  eight  room 
house  on  the  farm  which  still  stands. 

Zeph  at  one  time  operated  a  butcher  shop  in  Ogden  and  also 
operated  a  merry-go-round  which  he  took  to  surrounding  towns.  This 
was  powered  by  horses. 

Zeph  told  of  cutting  oats  in  swaths  and  binding  it  by  hand  after  it 
had  lain  a  few  days.  This  was  an  undesirable  job  due  to  the  many 
berry  vines  that  cut  his  hands  and  also  to  the  many  snakes  that  were 
under  the  cut  grain. 

For  many  years  Zeph  operated  a  thresher  and  corn  sheller  for  the 
farmers.  His  first  machinery  was  horse  powered.  His  first  steam 
engine  was  an  Advance.  He  later  purchased  a  Case.  A  grandson,  Paul, 
maintains  an  interest  in  steam  engines  and  owns  a  Case  engine  similar 
to  the  one  he  had. 

Zeph  and  Eliza  had  five  children.  The  eldest,  Effie,  married  Gus 
Hendricks  and  moved  to  Indiana.  Frank,  the  oldest  son  married  Etta 
Osbom  and  moved  on  a  farm  one  mile  north  and  1  1/2  miles  west  of 
Ogden,  later  moving  to  the  next  farm  west.  He  was  a  schoolteacher 
and  tax  collector  for  Ogden  Township,  walking  or  riding  a  horse  to 
collect  taxes.  They  were  the  parents  of  12  children— Hazel  Pearson, 
deceased,  Ellen  Smith,  Urbana,  retired,  Howard,  Morgantown,  West 
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Virginia,  retired,  Mary  Swearingen,  deceased,  Ruth  Sartain,  post- 
master at  Fithian,  Paul,  who  now  owns  the  land  where  Frank  and 
Etta  lived,  Stanley,  owner  of  Alsip's  Tavern,  Margaret  Hiser,  whose 
husband,  Chester,  is  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Freeman,  early  settler 
of  the  community,  Martha  McCoy,  who  with  her  husband,  Harold, 
operate  the  McCoy  Service  Station,  Jesse  W.  (Bud),  who  operated  a 
grocery  store  in  Ogden  22  years,  Dorothy,  deceased  and  John  of 
Onarga,  Ilhnois. 

Jesse,  the  second  son,  lived  on  the  farm  originally  occupied  by 
Frank  and  Etta. 

Elsie  lived  at  Farmer  City  where  she  was  employed  by  the  Ford 
Motor  Company  which  she  later  purchased. 

Chester  remained  at  home  and  farmed  the  home  place. 

Joseph  Ackerman  was  bom  in  New  York  City,  January  14,  1865, 
the  son  of  Mary  and  Joseph  Ackerman.  He  had  a  twin  brother  who 
died  as  an  infant.  Joseph  came  to  Illinois  as  a  young  boy  and  was 
reared  by  the  Henry  Carters  of  Mahomet,  Illinois. 

He  married  Martha  Jane  Gillespie  in  February,  1894.  Their  only 
child,  Sarah  Lena,  was  born  July  22,  1897.  Mr.  Ackerman  was  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge.  He  and  his  wife  and  daughter  Lena 
were  members  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  and  also  active 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Mr.  Ackerman  farmed  and  was  a 
land  owner  in  the  Ogden  community. 

David  Alexander  Gillespie  was  born  August  14,  1855,  in  New 
York  City.  He  married  Margaret  Ann  Wilson  in  1904.  She  was  born 
May  25,  1883,  in  Armagh,  North  Ireland.  She  came  to  Illinois  in 
1903  with  her  brother,  William  Alexander  Wilson.  Margaret  Ann  and 
her  brother  arrived  in  Danville,  Illinois,  on  Easter  Sunday.  Since  the 
city  was  under  quarantine,  they  walked,  following  the  railroad  tracks 
to  Ogden  where  they  were  to  go  to  the  Gillespie  homestead  north  of 
Ogden. 

The  children  of  this  marriage  were  David  Alexander  II,  who  was 
born  March  22,  1905  and  died  September  2,  1969.  Martha  Elizabeth 
Eyestone,  Champaign,  was  bom  October  1,  1908. 

John  W.  McKinney  was  bom  near  Nev^on,  Illinois,  on  April  1, 
1858.  His  mother  passed  away  when  he  was  18  months  old.  At  the 
age  of  15  he  came  to  Burr  Oak,  Ogden  Township  to  live  with  Dr. 
David  McKinney.  He  drove  and  took  care  of  the  Doctor's  horses.  He 
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married  Rachel  Eva  Ensley  March  12,  1883.  They  were  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  Peter  James  (deceased),  Richard  (deceased),  Fred, 
Ogden,  Lora  K.  (deceased),  Nellie  Bly  McGee,  Champaign,  Jennie 
Ramert,  Ogden,  and  Myrtle,  Chicago. 

John  W.  McKinney  was  a  charter  member  of  Ogden  Lodge  No. 
754  AF  and  AM.  He  was  a  member  at  Homer  and  then  came  to 
Ogden  when  the  Ogden  Lodge  was  organized. 

Fred  married  Nellie  Cherry  and  they  reside  north  of  Ogden. 

Nellie  married  Samuel  L.  McGee.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  Kenneth,  Ogden,  Etta  Belle  Schmidt,  New  York,  Harriet 
Creighton,  Danville,  Mary  Slade,  Champaign,  Keith,  Pekin,  Robert 
(deceased),  and  Ted,  Dallas, Texas. 

Jennie  married  Charles  Ramert.  She  operated  the  "Hamburger 
Joint"  from  1924  to  1931  when  she  moved  to  the  building  now 
occupied  by  Alsip's  Tavern,  where  she  operated  a  restaurant  for 
several  years.  After  she  closed  the  restaurant  she  assisted  her  husband 
"Chuck"  in  the  Chevrolet  business. 

Myrtle,  now  of  Chicago,  taught  schools  in  Ogden  Township  for  20 
years.  Prospect,  Carr,  Hickory  Grove  and  Central. 

Richard  married  Belle  Carter  and  moved  to  Indiana. 

The  Ensley  family  came  to  Illinois  from  Big  Springs,  Ohio  in  1865 
by  way  of  covered  wagons.  When  they  reached  Danville  the  father 
left  the  family  to  camp  near  where  the  old  Salt  Kettle  now  stands. 
He  came  on  west  to  hunt  a  location.  They  settled  on  the  John  Albers 
farm  near  Pleasant  Valley  School,  close  to  Royal.  The  Ensleys  had  1 1 
children.  Two  of  the  younger  children  died  with  whooping  cough 
while  on  the  road  from  Ohio. 

Rachel's  mother  told  that  coffee  was  $1.50  a  pound.  When  they 
came  to  Illinois  she  brought  with  her  6  hens  and  a  rooster  so  she 
would  have  a  start  of  chickens.  They  were  farmers  and  raised  most  of 
their  living.  Rachel's  mother  told  of  heating  boards  to  stand  on  to 
keep  their  feet  warm  as  they  "stirred  off  sorghum.  She  wove  cloth 
to  make  bedding  and  clothing. 

The  family  attended  church  at  Burr  Oak  and  also  attended  singing 
schools  there,  walking  the  two  or  more  miles. 

The  oldest  giri,  Hester,  was  a  teacher  and  taught  Clark  School, 
walking  there  from  her  home.  There  were  times  when  the  water  was 
so  high  she  could  not  get  there. 
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The  five  Ensley  sisters  attended  the  Old  Settlers'  picnic  in  the 
Walk  Richards  grove  and  sang  for  the  affair.  Rachel,  who  married 
John  McKinney,  also  won  the  nail  driving  contest  for  which  she 
received  a  barrel  of  flour  donated  by  the  Pat  Brennan  store. 

George  Denhart  was  born  April  7,  1860,  at  Ramsey,  Indiana,  the 
son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Denhart. 

At  the  age  of  1 8  he  stopped  to  visit  relatives  at  St.  Joseph  while  on 
his  way  to  Iowa  to  make  his  home.  He  stayed  in  St.  Joseph  all 
summer  and  worked  on  a  farm  for  Mr.  Peabody.  He  received  25^  a 
day  in  wages.  No  wages  were  paid  for  the  days  of  bad  weather  when 
he  could  not  work.  He  Hked  the  community  and  decided  to  settle 
her.  He  returned  to  Indiana  and  married  Anna  Seessengood  of 
Ramey,  Indiana  in  1881.  They  returned  to  Illinois  and  settled  on  a 
farm  IVi  miles  northwest  of  Ogden  which  Mr.  Denhart  had 
purchased.  They  lived  in  a  house  already  built,  but  in  1894  a  new 
frame  house  was  erected. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Denhart  had  eight  children.  Two  daughters,  Mrs. 
Katherine  Hahn  and  Mrs.  Mamie  Richardson  still  live  in  the  town  of 
Ogden.  One  son,  Elmer,  lives  in  Lebanon,  Indiana.  Five  sons,  Charles, 
Henry,  Herman,  John,  and  Anthony  are  deceased.  All  of  the  children 
attended  the  Ogden  schools  and  the  Ogden  Methodist  Church.  With 
the  exception  of  John  and  Elmer,  who  moved  to  Indiana  the  other 
children  lived  in  the  Ogden  community. 

Mrs.  Denhart  died  in  1896  and  Mr.  Denhart  later  married  Anna 
Brooks.  He  lived  on  his  farm  until  1928,  then  at  the  death  of  his  wife 
he  moved  to  the  town  of  Ogden  and  resided  with  his  daughter  Mrs. 
Richardson,  until  his  death  in  1945. 
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We  have  not  been  able  or  had  the  time  to  get  all 
biographies  of  all  the  early  settlers  of  Ogden  but  we 
hope  what  we  have  done  will  be  appreciated. 
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Bruce  and  Kathryn  Voges 

R.  H.  and  Margaret  Danner 

Lester  and  Irene  Berkley  Mapes 

Chester  and  Ercel  Mapes 

Marian  Sadler  Reese 

Grace  H.  Jacobs 

Cy  and  Helen  Wrisk  Plotner 

Chesney  C.  Phipps 

John  and  Vera  Phipps  Brock 

Cheryl  Cherry 

Howard  and  Ellen  Jacobs 

Ronald  and  Judy  Bradley  Emrick 

Glenn  and  Beulah  McPherrin  Hiser 

Spencer  and  Opal  Skinner 

Nora  Esworthy  Stay  ton 

James  Sayers  Family 

Wallace  Davis  Family 

Grace  Wagner 

Agnes  Agnew 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gus  Loeffler 

Vernon  and  Naomi  Martin 

Lawrence  and  Myrl  Harry 

Ike  and  Mabel  Lewis 

Howard  Freeman  and  Maybelle  Hubbard 

Glen  and  Pauline  E.  Esworthy 

Wayne  and  Marian  Agnew  Wagner 

Dan  Sadler 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Hass 

The  Ed  Pacely  Family 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  LaHue  and  Daughter 

Stanley  and  Mary  Harper 

Elizabeth  Gillespie  Eyestone 

Lena  Ackerman 
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Don  and  Evelyn  Hodgson 

Carl  and  Janice  Clark  Freeman 

Carl  Osterbur 

David  and  Gwendolyn  Hiser  Plotner 

Gregory  and  Eric  Plotner 

Leon  and  Betty  Ems 

Annabelle  Bums  and  Daughter 

James  A.  Esworthy 

Melvin  P.  and  Wilma  L.  Esworthy 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  VanBuskirk 

Russell  and  Shirley  Green  and  Family 

Leo  Arnold 

Charles  and  Linda  Jacobs 

Robert  and  Jane  Richards  and  Family 

Donald  and  Brenda  Alsip  and  Family 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilham  Wilson  and  Family 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Jamison  and  Family 

Elizabeth  Helton 

Mureline  Holler  Sattler 

Mrs.  John  F.  Rapp 

Roy  Wilson 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Juhan  Wallace 

Nellie  Hunter 

The  Ernest  D.  Chilton,  Jr.  Family 

Cliff  and  Erma  Parris  Lakey 

Dale  and  Carmen  Steenbergen 

Sandra  and  Trina  Loeschen 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Fenters 

Mae  Fenters 

The  Roy  Bensyl  Family 

Hazel  D.  Womacks 

The  Bill  Vickers  Family 

Ruth  and  Lysle  Gerdes 

Rosa  Loeffler 

Orville  and  Letha  Viles 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clinton  Kingery 

Walter  E.  and  Robbie  Barnes 

Bill  and  Norma  Dowling  and  Family 

Walter  and  Mae  Barnes 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Sage 

John  William  Sadler  and  Family 

John  and  Selma  Sadler 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Hayn 

Edward  and  Helen  Humphrey  and  Family 
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IN  MEMORY  OF 


Joseph  A.  and  Martha  Gillespie  Ackerman 

Dr.  T.  Lee  Agnew 

Earl  L.  and  Lizzie  Hayes  Baxter 

Gene  Tibbs  Brock 

Mervyn  and  Grace  Cherry 

Jack  T.  Collins 

Jeanette  Leavitt  Davis 

Stella  Divan  Edv^ards 

Clyde  M.  Eyestone 

Glen  L.  Eyestone 

Frances  Eli  (Frank)  Fenters 

Bertha  Elliott  Freeman 

James  Henry  and  Anna  Silkey  Freeman 

Jay  and  Jennie  K,  Freese 

Leo  and  Jennie  D.  Freese 

David  A.  Gillespie 

Duane  S.  Hall 

James  W.  and  Ella  Canady  Harper 

Hollis  W.  Hayes 

Richard  P.  and  Sarah  Truax  Hayes 

EMn  C.  Helton 

William  J.  and  Grace  Alsip  Hiller 

John  W.  and  NelUe  Pearl  Freeman  Hiser 

Madeline  Margaret  Holler 

Oscar  and  Elta  Case  Holler 

Raymond  Hunter 

Chas.  A.  Jacobs 

Abe  and  MolUe  Leavitt 

Elvin  (Doc)  and  Dolly  Hiller  Leedy 

Delia  Sperry  McPherren 

B.  A.  Peters 

EHzabeth  Case  Phipps 

Byron  R.  and  Genevieve  W.  Rambo 

Charles  L.  Ramert 

John  F.  Rapp 

Charles  and  Eda  Loeffler  Sadler 


1870-1947 
1896-1967 
1885-1965 


1860-1945 
1868-1951 
1874-1959 


1865-1947; 

1861-1925; 

1874-1940; 
1878-1945; 

1881-1959; 


1876-1936; 
1874-1951; 


1886-1959; 


1880-1928; 


1868-1935 
1871-1948 
1896-1961 
1923-1944 
1889-1961 
1884-1965 
1906-1969 
1888-1945 
1898-1949 
1908-1948 
1883-1967 
1886-1952 
1864-1937 
1870-1952 
1874-1963 
1905-1969 
1924-1968 
1870-1954 
1903-1920 
1861-1939 
1890-1957 
1874-1952 
1883-1966 
1906-1931 
1875-1957 
1886-1965 
1876-1947 
1888-1959 
1877-1955 
1880-1946 
1897-1970 
1877-1958 
1904-1968 
1896-1961 
1898-1953 
1881-1954 
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Robert  and  Mabel  Short  1883-1955;  1889-1967 

EarlT.  and  Nellie  Hayes  Skinner  1884-1962;  1884-1945 

James  and  Martha  Jane  Hayes  Sperry  1859-1933;  1858-1934 
William  (Uncle  Bill)  and  Lizzie 

Hayes  Thompson  1847-1929;  1854-1919 

Charles  William  Wagner  1889-1959 

Merle  L.  Wagner  1914-1957 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Willfong  1873-1964;  1885-1963 

W.  D.  (Dobbins)  Willfong  1913-1954 

W.  J.  and  Bertha  WUson  1880-1959;  1883-1960 

Clarence  (Cy)  Womacks  1890-1955 
William  Orison  and  Effie  B. 

Longstreph  Woodin  1856-1936;  1869-1938 

Kenneth  M.  Willfong  1907-1966 


We  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  to  the  sponsors  who  helped 
make  this  book  possible. 
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Compliments  of 
H.  Ivan  Sadler 
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